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ACT ONE

SCENE 1

Dr. Stockmann's sitting-room It is evening. The
roomis plainly but neatly appoi nted and furni shed.
In the right-hand wall are two doors; the farther

| eads out to the hall, the nearer to the doctor's
study. In the left-hand wall, opposite the door
|l eading to the hall, is a door leading to the other

roons occupied by the famly. In the mddle of the
sane wall stands the stove, and, further forward, a
couch with a | ooki ng-gl ass hanging over it and an
oval table in front of it. On the table, a lighted
lanp, with a | anpshade. At the back of the room an
open door leads to the dining-room BILLINGis seen
sitting at the dining table, on which a lanp is
burning. He has a napkin tucked under his chin, and
MRS. STOCKMANN i s standing by the table handing him
a large plate-full of roast beef. The other places
at the table are enpty, and the table sonewhat in
di sorder, a meal having evidently recently been
fini shed.

MRS. STOCKMANN
You see, if you cone an hour late, M. Billing, you have to
put up with cold neat.

Bl LLI NG
(as he eats)
It is uncommonly good, thank you — remarkably good.

MRS. STOCKMANN
My husband nmakes such a point of having his neals punctually,
you know —

Bl LLI NG
That doesn't affect ne a bit. Indeed, | alnost think | enjoy
a neal all the better when | can sit down and eat all by
nysel f and undi st ur bed.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Ch well, as long as you are enjoying it —
(Turns to the hall door, I|istening)
| expect that is M. Hovstad conmi ng too.
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Bl LLI NG
Very likely.

PETER STOCKMANN cones in. He wears an overcoat and
his official hat, and carries a stick.

PETER STOCKMANN
Good eveni ng, Katheri ne.

MRS. STOCKMANN
(comng forward into the sitting-room
Ah, good evening — is it you? How good of you to conme up and
see us!

PETER STOCKNMANN
| happened to be passing, and so —
(1 ooks into the dining-room
But you have conpany with you, | see.

MRS. STOCKMANN
(alittle enbarrassed)
Ch, no — it was quite by chance he cane in.
(Hurriedly)
Wn't you cone in and have sonething, too?

PETER STOCKNMANN
' No, thank you. Cood gracious — hot neat at night! Not
with ny digestion

MRS. STOCKMANN
Ch, but just once in a way —

PETER STOCKNMANN
No, no, ny dear lady; | stick to ny tea and bread and butter.
It is nuch nore wholesone in the long run — and a little
nore econom cal, too.

MRS. STOCKNMANN
(smling)
Now you nustn't think that Thomas and | are spendthrifts.

PETER STOCKVANN
Not you, ny dear; | would never think that of you
(Points to the Doctor's study)
I s he not at hone?
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MRS. STOCKMANN
No, he went for a little turn after supper — he and the
boys.

PETER STOCKVANN
| doubt if that is a wise thing to do.
(Li st ens)
| fancy | hear himcom ng now.

MRS. STOCKMANN
No, | don't think it is he.
(A knock is heard at the door)
Cone in!
(HOVSTAD cones in fromthe hall)
Ch, it is you, M. Hovstad!

HOVSTAD
Yes, | hope you will forgive ne, but | was del ayed at the
printers. Good evening, M. Myor.

PETER STOCKNMANN
(bowing a little distantly)
Good eveni ng. You have come on busi ness, no doubt.

HOVSTAD
Partly. It's about an article for the paper.

PETER STOCKVANN
So | imagined. | hear ny brother has becone a prolific
contributor to the "People' s Messenger."

HOVSTAD
Yes, he is good enough to wite in the "People's Messenger"
when he has any home truths to tell.

MRS. STOCKMANN
(to HOVSTAD)
But won't you — ?
(Points to the dining-room

PETER STOCKVANN
Quite so, quite so. | dont blane himin the |least, as a
witer, for addressing hinself to the quarters where he wll
find the readi est synpathy. And, besides that, | personally
have no reason to bear any ill wll to your paper, M.
Hovst ad.
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HOVSTAD
| quite agree with you.

PETER STOCKNVANN
Taking one thing with another, there is an excellent spirit

of toleration in the town — an adm rabl e nunicipal spirit.
And it all springs fromthe fact of our having a great commobn
interest to unite us — an interest that is in an equally

hi gh degree the concern of every right-mnded citizen —

HOVSTAD
The Bat hs, yes.

PETER STOCKNMANN
Exactly — our fine, new, handsone Baths. Mark ny words, M.
Hovstad — the Baths wi |l beconme the focus of our mnunici pal
life! Not a doubt of it!

MRS. STOCKMANN
That is just what Thomas says.

PETER STOCKVANN
Thi nk how extraordinarily the place has devel oped within the
| ast year or two! Money has been flowing in, and there is
sone |ife and sone business doing in the town. Houses and
| anded property are rising in value every day.

HOVSTAD
And unenpl oynent is di m nishing.

PETER STOCKMANN
Yes, that is another thing. The burden of the poor rates has
been lightened, to the great relief of the propertied
classes; and that relief will be even greater if only we get
a really good summer this year, and lots of visitors —

plenty of invalids, who will nake the Baths tal ked about.
HOVSTAD
And there is a good prospect of that, | hear.

PETER STOCKVANN
It | ooks very prom sing. Enquiries about apartments and that
sort of thing are reaching us every day.

HOVSTAD
Wl |, the doctor's article will come in very suitably.
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PETER STOCKMANN
Has he been witing sonething just lately?

HOVSTAD
This is something he wote in the winter; a reconmendati on of
the Baths — an account of the excellent sanitary conditions

here. But | held the article over, tenporarily.

PETER STOCKANN

Ah, — sone little difficulty about it, | suppose?
HOVSTAD
No, not at all; | thought it would be better to wait till the

spring, because it is just at this tine that people begin to
thi nk seriously about their summer quarters.

PETER STOCKMANN
Quite right; you were perfectly right, M. Hovstad.

HOVSTAD
Yes, Thomas is really indefatigable when it is a question of
t he Bat hs.

PETER STOCKNMANN
VWell — renenber, he is the Medical Oficer to the Baths.

HOVSTAD
Yes, and what is nore, they owe their existence to him

PETER STOCKANN
To hinf? Indeed! It is true | have heard fromtine to tine
that sone people are of that opinion. At the sane tine | nust
say | imagined that | took a nodest part in the enterprise.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Yes, that is what Thonas is al ways sayi ng.

HOVSTAD
But who denies it, M. Stockmann? You set the thing going and
made a practical concern of it; we all know that. | only

meant that the idea of it cane first fromthe doctor.

PETER STOCKMANN
Oh, ideas — yes! My brother has had plenty of themin his
time — unfortunately. But when it is a question of putting
an idea into practical shape, you have to apply to a nman of
different nettle, M. Hovstad. And | certainly should have
t hought that in this house at |east —
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MRS. STOCKMANN
My dear Peter —

HOVSTAD
How can you think that — ?

MRS. STOCKMANN
Wwn't you go in and have sonething, M. Hovstad? My husband
is sure to be back directly.

HOVSTAD
Thank you, perhaps just a norsel.
(Goes into the dining-room

PETER STOCKNMANN
(lowering his voice a little)
It is a curious thing that these farners' sons never seemto
| ose their want of tact.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Surely it is not worth bothering about! Cannot you and Thomnas
share the credit as brothers?

PETER STOCKVANN
| shoul d have thought so; but apparently sone people are not
satisfied with a share.

MRS. STOCKMANN
What nonsense! You and Thomas get on so capitally together.
(Li stens)
There he is at last, | think.
(CGoes out and opens the door leading to the hall)

DR STOCKMANN

(l'aughi ng and tal ki ng out si de)
Look here — here is another guest for you, Katherine. Isn't
that jolly! Conme in, Captain Horster; hang your coat upon
this peg. Ah, you don't wear an overcoat. Just think,
Katherine; | nmet himin the street and could hardly persuade
himto come up

(CAPTAI N HORSTER cones into the roomand greets MRS

STOCKMANN. He is followed by DR STOCKMVANN. )
Cone along in, boys. They are ravenously hungry again, you
know. Cone al ong, Captain Horster; you nust have a slice of
beef .

(Pushes HORSTER into the dining-room EJLIF and

MORTEN go in after then)
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MRS. STOCKMANN
But, Thomas, don't you see — ?

DR STOCKMANN
(turning in the doorway)
Ch, is it you, Peter?
(Shakes hands with him
Now that is very delightful

PETER STOCKNVANN
Unfortunately | nust go in a nonment —

DR STOCKMANN
Rubbi sh! There is sone toddy just comng in. You haven't
forgotten the toddy, Katherine?

MRS. STOCKMANN
O course not; the water is boiling now
(Goes into the dining-room

PETER STOCKNMANN
Toddy t oo!

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, sit down and we wll have it confortably.

PETER STOCKNMANN
Thanks, | never care about an evening' s drinking.

DR STOCKMANN
But this isn't an evening' s drinking.

PETER STOCKNMANN
It seens to me — .
(Looks towards the dining-room
It is extraordinary how they can put away all that food.

DR STOCKMANN
(rubbi ng hi s hands)
Yes, isn't it splendid to see young peopl e eat? They have
al ways got an appetite, you know That's as it shoul d be.
Lots of food — to build up their strength! They are the
peopl e who are going to stir up the fernenting forces of the
future, Peter.

PETER STOCKVANN

May | ask what they will find here to "stir up," as you put
it?
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DR STOCKMANN

Ah, you nust ask the young people that — when the timnes
cones. W shan't be able to see it, of course. That stands to
reason — two old fogies, |like us —

PETER STOCKNVANN
Really, really! | nust say that is an extrenely odd
expression to —

DR STOCKMANN
Ch, you nustn't take ne too literally, Peter. | amso
heartily happy and contented, you know. | think it is such an
extraordi nary piece of good fortune to be in the mddle of
all this growing, germnating life. It is a splendid tine to
live in! It is as if a whole new world were being created
around one.

PETER STOCKNVANN
Do you really think so?

DR STOCKMANN

Ah, naturally you can't appreciate it as keenly as |I. You
have lived all your life in these surroundi ngs, and your
i npressi ons have got blunted. But |, who have been buried al

these years in ny little corner up north, alnost wthout ever
seeing a stranger who mght bring new ideas with him— well,
inmnmy case it has just the sane effect as if | had been
transported into the mddle of a crowded city.

PETER STOCKNVANN
Ch, acity — !

DR STOCKMANN
| know, | know, it is all cranmped enough here, conpared wth
many ot her places. But there is |life here — there is prom se
— there are innunerable things to work for and fight for;
and that is the main thing.
(Calls)
Kat herine, hasn't the postman been here?

MRS. STOCKMANN
(fromthe dining-room
No.

DR STOCKMANN
And then to be confortably off, Peter! That is sonething one
| earns to val ue, when one has been on the brink of
starvation, as we have.
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PETER STOCKNVANN
Ch, surely —

DR STOCKMANN
| ndeed | can assure you we have often been very hard put to
it, up there. And nowto be able to live like a |ord! Today,
for instance, we had roast beef for dinner — and, what is
nmore, for supper too. Wn't you cone and have a little bit?
O let ne showit you, at any rate? Cone here —

PETER STOCKMANN
No, no — not for worl ds!

DR STOCKMANN
VWl |, but just cone here then. Do you see, we have got a
t abl e- cover?

PETER STOCKNMANN
Yes, | noticed it.

DR STOCKMANN
And we have got a | anp-shade too. Do you see? Al out of
Kat herine's savings! It nmakes the roomso cosy. Don't you

t hi nk so? Just stand here for a nmonent — no, no, not there

— just here, that's it! Look now, when you get the |ight on
it altogether — | really think it |ooks very nice, doesn't

it?

PETER STOCKMANN
Ch, if you can afford luxuries of this kind —

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, | can afford it now Katherine tells ne | earn al nost as
much as we spend.

PETER STOCKNVANN
Al nost — yes!

DR STOCKMANN
But a scientific man nmust live in a little bit of style. I am
quite sure an ordinary civil servant spends nore in a year
than | do.

PETER STOCKNMANN
| daresay. A civil servant — a man in a well-paid position
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DR STOCKMANN
Vel |, any ordinary nerchant, then! A man in that position
spends two or three tinmes as nuch as —

PETER STOCKMANN
It just depends on circunstances.

DR STOCKNMANN
At all events | assure you | don't waste noney unprofitably.
But | can't find it in nmy heart to deny nyself the pleasure
of entertaining nmy friends. | need that sort of thing, you
know. | have lived for so long shut out of it all, that it is
a necessity of life tone to mx with young, eager, anbitious
men, nmen of |iberal and active mnds; and that describes
every one of those fellows who are enjoying their supper in
there. I wi sh you knew nore of Hovstad —

PETER STOCKNVANN
By the way, Hovstad was telling ne he was going to print
another article of yours.

DR STOCKNMANN
An article of mne?

PETER STOCKMANN
Yes, about the Baths. An article you wote in the winter.

DR STOCKMANN
Ch, that one! No, | don't intend that to appear just for the
present.

PETER STOCKNMANN
Wiy not? It seens to ne that this would be the nost opportune
nonent .

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, very likely — under normal conditions.
(Crosses the roon

PETER STOCKNVANN
(following himwith his eyes)
| s there anyt hi ng abnornmal about the present conditions?

DR STOCKNMANN
(standing still)

To tell you the truth, Peter, | can't say just at this nonment
— at all events not tonight. There nmay be nmuch that is very
abnormal about the present conditions — and it is possible

( MCRE)
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DR STOCKMANN ( CONT' D)
there may be not hing abnormal about themat all. It is quite
possible it may be nerely ny inmagination.

PETER STOCKNMANN
| nmust say it all sounds nost nysterious. |Is there sonething
going on that | amto be kept in ignorance of? I should have
i magi ned that |1, as Chairnman of the governing body of the
Bat hs —

DR STOCKMANN
And | should have imagined that | — . Ch, cone, don't let us
fly out at one another, Peter.

PETER STOCKNVANN
Heaven forbid! | amnot in the habit of flying out at people,
as you call it. But | amentitled to request nost
enphatically that all arrangenents shall be nmade in a
busi ness-1i ke manner, through the proper channels, and shal
be dealt with by the legally constituted authorities. | can
al | ow no goi ng behi nd our backs by any roundabout neans.

DR STOCKMANN
Have | ever at any tinme tried to go behind your backs!

PETER STOCKVANN
You have an ingrained tendency to take your own way, at al
events; and that is alnost equally inadmssible in a well
ordered community. The individual ought undoubtedly to
acqui esce in subordinating hinself to the community — or, to
speak nore accurately, to the authorities who have the care
of the comunity's welfare.

DR STOCKNMANN
Very likely. But what the deuce has all this got to do with
ne?

PETER STOCKNVANN
That is exactly what you never appear to be willing to |earn,
ny dear Thomas. But, mark ny words, sone day you will have to
suffer for it — sooner or later. Now | have told you. CGood-
bye.

DR STOCKMANN
Have you taken | eave of your senses? You are on the wong
scent al t oget her.

PETER STOCKNVANN
| amnot usually that. You nust excuse ne nowif | —
(calls into the dining-room

( MCRE)
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PETER STOCKMANN ( CONT' D)
Good ni ght, Katherine. Good night, gentlenen.
(Goes out)

MRS. STOCKMANN
(comng fromthe dining-roon
Has he gone?

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, and in such a bad tenper.

MRS. STOCKMANN
But, dear Thomas, what have you been doing to hi magain?

DR STOCKMANN
Nothing at all. And, anyhow, he can't oblige nme to nmake ny
report before the proper tine.

MRS. STOCKMANN
What have you got to nmake a report to hi mabout?

DR STOCKMANN
Hrl Leave that to ne, Katherine. — It is an extraordinary
thing that the postnman doesn't cone.

HOVSTAD, BI LLI NG and HORSTER have got up fromthe
table and cone into the sitting-room EJLIF and
MORTEN cone in after them

Bl LLI NG
(stretching hinself)
Ahl — one feels a new nan after a neal like that.
HOVSTAD

The mayor wasn't in a very sweet tenper to night, then

DR STOCKMANN
It is his stomach; he has a wetched di gestion.

HOVSTAD
| rather think it was us two of the "People' s Messenger" that
he coul dn't digest.

MRS. STOCKMANN
| thought you canme out of it pretty well with him

HOVSTAD
Ch yes; but it isn't anything nore than a sort of truce.
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Bl LLI NG
That is just what it is! That word suns up the situation

DR STOCKMANN
W nust renenber that Peter is a |onely nman, poor chap. He
has no home conforts of any kind; nothing but everlasting
business. And all that infernal weak tea wash that he pours
into hinself! Now then, ny boys, bring chairs up to the
table. Aren't we going to have that toddy, Katherine?

MRS. STOCKMANN
(going into the dining-room
| amjust getting it.

DR STOCKMANN
Sit down here on the couch beside ne, Captain Horster. W so
sel dom see you — . Please sit down, ny friends.

They sit down at the table. MRS. STOCKMANN brings a
tray, with a spirit-lanp, glasses, bottles, etc.
upon it.

MRS. STOCKMANN
There you are! This is arrack, and this is rum and this one
is the brandy. Now every one nust hel p thensel ves.

DR STOCKMANN

(taking a gl ass)
Ve will.

(They all mx thensel ves sone toddy)
And |l et us have the cigars. Elif, you know where the box is.
And you, Mirten, can fetch ny pipe.

(The two boys go into the roomon the right)
| have a suspicion that Ejlif pockets a cigar now and then!
— but | take no notice of it.

(Call's out)
And ny snoki ng-cap too, Mdrrten. Katherine, you can tell him
where | left it. Ah, he has got it.

(The boys bring the various things)
Now, ny friends. | stick to ny pipe, you know. This one has
seen plenty of bad weather with ne up north.

(Touches gl asses with them
Your good health! Ah, it is good to be sitting snug and warm
her e.

MRS. STOCKMANN
(who sits knitting)
Do you sail soon, Captain Horster?
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HORSTER
| expect to be ready to sail next week.

MRS. STOCKMANN
| suppose you are going to Anerica?

HORSTER
Yes, that is the plan.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Then you won't be able to take part in the com ng el ection.

HORSTER
s there going to be an el ection?

Bl LLI NG
D dn't you know?

HORSTER

No, | don't mx nyself up with those things.

Bl LLI NG
But do you not take an interest in public affairs?

HORSTER
No, | don't know anything about politics.

Bl LLI NG
Al the same, one ought to vote, at any rate.

HORSTER
Even if one doesn't know anyt hi ng about what is going on?

Bl LLI NG
Doesn't know Wat do you nmean by that? A community is |like a
shi p; every one ought to be prepared to take the helm

HORSTER
May be that is all very well on shore; but on board ship it
woul dn't wor k.

HOVSTAD
It is astonishing how little nost sailors care about what
goes on on shore.

Bl LLI NG
Very extraordi nary.
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DR STOCKMANN
Sailors are |ike birds of passage; they feel equally at hone
inany latitude. And that is only an additional reason for
our being all the nore keen, Hovstad. Is there to be anything
of public interest in tonorrow s "Messenger"?

HOVSTAD
Not hi ng about nunicipal affairs. But the day after tonorrow
was thinking of printing your article —

DR STOCKMANN
Ah, devil take it — my article! Look here, that nmust wait a
bit.

HOVSTAD
Real | y? W had just got convenient space for it, and |
t hought it was just the opportune nonent —

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, yes, very likely you are right; but it nust wait all the
sane. | wll explain to you |later.

PETRA cones in fromthe hall, in hat and cl oak and
with a bundl e of exercise books under her arm

PETRA
Good eveni ng.

DR STOCKMANN
Good evening, Petra; cone al ong.

Mut ual greetings; PETRA takes off her things and
puts them down on a chair by the door.

PETRA
And you have all been sitting here enjoying yourselves, while
| have been out sl avi ng!

DR STOCKMANN
Wl |, cone and enjoy yourself too!

Bl LLI NG
May | mx a glass for you?

PETRA
(comng to the table)
Thanks, | would rather do it; you always mx it too strong.

( MORE)
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PETRA ( CONT' D)
But | forgot, father — | have a letter for you.
(Goes to the chair where she has |aid her things.)

DR STOCKMANN
A letter? From whon?

PETRA
(looking in her coat pocket)
The postman gave it to ne just as | was goi ng out —

DR STOCKMANN
(getting up and going to her)
And you only give to nme now

PETRA
| really had not tinme to run up again. There it is!

DR STOCKMANN
(seizing the letter)
Let's see, let's see, child!
(Looks at the address)
Yes, that's all right!

MRS. STOCKMANN
Is it the one you have been expecting so anxi ously, Thomas?

DR STOCKNMANN
Yes, it is. | must go to ny roomnow and — . Wiere shall |
get a light, Katherine? Is there no lanp in ny room agai n?

MRS. STOCKMANN
Yes, your lamp is all ready lit on your desk.

DR STOCKMANN
Good, good. Excuse ne for a nonent — .
(CGoes into his study)

PETRA
What do you suppose it is, nother?

MRS. STOCKMANN
| don t know, for the last day or two he has al ways been
asking if the postnman has not been.

Bl LLI NG
Probably sonme country patient.
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PETRA
Poor old dad! — he will overwork hinself soon.
(M xes a glass for herself)
There, that will taste good!

HOVSTAD
Have you been teaching in the evening school again today?
PETRA
(sipping fromher gl ass)
Two hours.
Bl LLI NG

And four hours of school in the norning —

PETRA
Fi ve hours.

MRS. STOCKMANN
And you have still got exercises to correct, | see.

PETRA
A whol e heap, yes.

HORSTER
You are pretty full up with work too, it seens to ne.

PETRA
Yes — but that is good. One is so delightfully tired after
it.

Bl LLI NG
Do you like that?

PETRA
Yes, because one sl eeps so well then.

MORTEN
You nust be dreadfully w cked, Petra.

PETRA
W cked?

MORTEN

Yes, because you work so nmuch. M. ROrlund says work is a
puni shment for our sins.
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EJLIF
Pooh, what a duffer you are, to believe a thing |ike that!

MRS. STOCKMANN
Cone, cone, Elif!

Bl LLI NG
(1 aughi ng)

That's capital
HOVSTAD

Don't you want to work as hard as that, Mrten?
MORTEN

No, indeed | don't.
HOVSTAD

What do you want to be, then?
MORTEN

| should |ike best to be a Viking.
BEJLIF

You woul d have to be a pagan then
MORTEN

Wll, | could beconme a pagan, couldn't 1?
Bl LLI NG

| agree with you, Morten! My sentinents, exactly.

MRS. STOCKMANN
(signalling to him

| amsure that is not true, M. Billing.
Bl LLI NG
Yes, | swear it is! | ama pagan, and | amproud of it.

Bel i eve ne, before long we shall all be pagans.

MORTEN
And then shall be allowed to do anything we |ike?

Bl LLI NG
Vel l, you see, Morten — .

MRS. STOCKMANN
You nmust go to your room now, boys; | amsure you have somne
| essons to |l earn for tonorrow.
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EJLIF
| should like so nuch to stay a little |onger —

MRS. STOCKMANN
No, no; away you go, both of you

The boys say good night and go into the roomon the
left.

HOVSTAD
Do you really think it can do the boys any harmto hear such
t hi ngs?

MRS. STOCKMANN
| don't know, but | don't like it.

PETRA
But you know, nother, | think you really are wong about it.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Maybe, but | don't like it — not in our own hone.

PETRA
There is so much fal sehood both at hone and at school. At
hone one nust not speak, and at school we have to stand and
tell lies to the children.

HORSTER
Tell lies?

PETRA
Yes, don't you suppose we have to teach themall sorts of
things that we don't believe?

Bl LLI NG
That is perfectly true.

PETRA
If only I had the neans | would start a school of ny own, and
it woul d be conducted on very different |ines.

Bl LLI NG
Ch, bother the neans — |

HORSTER
Vell if you are thinking of that, Mss Stockmann, | shall be
delighted to provide you with a schoolroom The great big old

( MORE)
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HORSTER ( CONT' D)
house ny father left me is standing al nost enpty; there is an
i mrense di ni ng-room downstairs —

PETRA
(1 aughi ng)
Thank you very nuch; but | amafraid nothing will cone of it.

HOVSTAD
No, Mss Petra is nmuch nore likely to take to journalism |
expect. By the way, have you had tinme to do anything with
that English story you promsed to translate for us?

PETRA
No, not yet; but you shall have it in good tine.

DR STOCKMANN cones in fromhis roomw th an open
letter in his hand.

DR STOCKMANN
(waving the letter)
Vell, nowthe towm wll have sonething new to tal k about, |
can tell you!

Bl LLI NG
Sonet hi ng new?

MRS. STOCKMANN
VWhat is this?

DR STOCKMANN
A great discovery, Katherine.

HOVSTAD
Real | y?

MRS. STOCKMANN
A di scovery of yours?

DR STOCKMANN
A di scovery of m ne.
(Wal ks up and down)
Just let themcone saying, as usual, that it is all fancy and

a crazy man's inmagination! But they will be careful what they
say this tine, | can tell you!
PETRA

But, father, tell us what it is.
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DR STOCKMANN
Yes, yes — only give ne tinme, and you shall know all about
it. If only I had Peter here now It just shows how we nen
can go about form ng our judgnents, when in reality we are as
blind as any noles —

HOVSTAD
What are you driving at, Doctor?

DR STOCKMANN
(standing still by the table)
Isn't it the universal opinion that our town is a healthy
spot ?

HOVSTAD
Certainly.

DR STOCKMANN
Quite an unusually healthy spot, in fact — a place that
deserves to be recommended in the warnest possible manner
either for invalids or for people who are well —

MRS. STOCKMANN
Yes, but ny dear Thomas —

DR STOCKNMANN
And we have been recommending it and praising it — | have
witten and witten, both in the "Messenger” and in panphlets

HOVSTAD
VWl |, what then?

DR STOCKMANN
And the Baths — we have called themthe "nmain artery of the
town's life-blood," the "nerve-centre of our town," and the
devil knows what el se —

Bl LLI NG
"The town's pul sating heart"” was the expression | once used
on an inportant occasion —

DR, STOCKMANN
Quite so. Wll, do you know what they really are, these
great, splendid, nmuch praised Baths, that have cost so much
noney — do you know what they are?
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HOVSTAD
No, what are they?

MRS. STOCKMANN
Yes, what are they?

DR STOCKMANN
The whol e place is a pesthouse!

PETRA
The Bat hs, father?

MRS. STOCKMANN
(at the sane tine)
Qur Bat hs!

HOVSTAD
But, Doctor —

Bl LLI NG
Absol utely incredible!

DR STOCKMANN
The whol e Bath establishment is a whited, poi soned sepul chre,
| tell you — the gravest possible danger to the public
health! Al the nastiness up at Ml ledal, all that stinking
filth, is infecting the water in the conduit-pipes |eading to
the reservoir; and the sane cursed, filthy poi son oozes out
on the shore too —

HORSTER
Wier e the bat hi ng-pl ace is?

DR STOCKMANN
Just there.

HOVSTAD
How do you conme to be so certain of all this, Doctor?

DR STOCKMANN
| have investigated the matter nobst conscientiously. For a
long tinme past | have suspected sonething of the kind. Last
year we had sone very strange cases of illness anong the
visitors — typhoi d cases, and cases of gastric fever —

MRS. STOCKMANN
Yes, that is quite true.
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DR STOCKMANN
At the time, we supposed the visitors had been infected
before they came; but later on, in the winter, | began to
have a different opinion; and so | set nyself to examne the
water, as well as | could.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Then that is what you have been so busy w th?

DR STOCKMANN
| ndeed | have been busy, Katherine. But here | had none of
t he necessary scientific apparatus, so | sent sanples, both
of the drinking-water and of the sea-water, up to the
Uni versity, to have an accurate anal ysis nade by a chem st.

HOVSTAD
And have you got that?

DR STOCKMANN
(showing himthe letter)
Here it is! It proves the presence of deconposing organic
matter in the water — it is full of infusoria. The water is
absol utely dangerous to use, either internally or externally.

MRS. STOCKMANN
What a nercy you discovered it in tine.

DR STOCKMANN
You may well say so.

HOVSTAD
And what do you propose to do now, Doctor?

DR STOCKMANN
To see the matter put right — naturally.

HOVSTAD
Can that be done?

DR STOCKMANN
It nust be done. Qtherwi se the Baths will be absolutely
usel ess and wasted. But we need not anticipate that; | have a
very clear idea what we shall have to do.

MRS. STOCKMANN
But why have you kept this all so secret, dear?
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DR STOCKMANN
Do you suppose | was going to run about the town gossiping
about it, before | had absolute proof? No, thank you. | am
not such a fool.

PETRA
Still, you mght have told us —

DR STOCKMANN
Not a living soul. But tonorrow you may run around to the old
Badger —

MRS. STOCKNMANN
Ch, Thonms! Thonas!

DR STOCKMANN

Well, to your grandfather, then. The old boy will have
sonething to be astonished at! | know he thinks I am cracked
— and there are |ots of other people think so too, | have
noticed. But now these good fol ks shall see — they shal
just see — !

(Wal ks about, rubbing his hands)
There will be a nice upset in the town, Katherine; you can't
imagine what it will be. Al the conduit-pipes will have to
be rel aid.

HOVSTAD

(getting up)
Al the conduit-pipes — ?

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, of course. The intake is too low down; it will have to
be lifted to a position much higher up.

PETRA
Then you were right after all.

DR STOCKMANN

Ah, you renenber, Petra — | wote opposing the plans before
the work was begun. But at that tinme no one would listen to
me. Wll, | amgoing to |et themhave it, now O course |
have prepared a report for the Baths Conmttee, | have had it
ready for a week, and was only waiting for this to cone.

(Shows the letter)
Now it shall go off at once.

(Goes into his roomand cones back with sone papers)
Look at that! Four closely witten sheets! — and the letter
shall go with them Gve ne a bit of paper, Katherine —

( MCRE)



AN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE 25

DR STOCKMANN ( CONT' D)
sonething to wap themup in. That will do! Now give it to —
to —
(stanps his foot)
— what the deuce is her nane? — give it to the maid, and
tell her to take it at once to the Mayor.

MRS. STOCKMVANN t akes the packet and goes out
t hrough the dini ng-room

PETRA
What do you think uncle Peter wll say, father?

DR STOCKMANN
What is there for himto say? | should think he would be very
glad that such an inportant truth has been brought to Iight.

HOVSTAD
WIl you let nme print a short note about your discovery in
t he "Messenger"?

DR STOCKNMANN
| shall be very nmuch obliged if you wil.

HOVSTAD
It is very desirable that the public should be inforned of it
wi t hout del ay.

DR STOCKMANN
Certainly.

MRS. STOCKMANN
(com ng back)
She has just gone with it.

Bl LLI NG
Upon ny soul, Doctor, you are going to be the forenbst nman in
t he t own!

DR STOCKNMANN
(wal ki ng about happily)
Nonsense!l As a matter of fact | have done nothing nore than
ny duty. | have only nmade a lucky find — that's all. Still,
all the sane —

Bl LLI NG
Hovstad, don't you think the town ought to give Dr. Stockmann
sone sort of testinonial?
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HOVSTAD
| will suggest it, anyway.

Bl LLI NG
And | will speak to Asl aksen about it.

DR STOCKMANN
No, ny good friends, dont |et us have any of that nonsense.
| won't hear of anything of the kind. And if the Baths
Comm ttee should think of voting nme an increase of salary, |
will not accept it. Do you hear, Katherine? — | won't accept
it.

MRS. STOCKMANN
You are quite right, Thomas.

PETRA
(lifting her gl ass)
Your health, father

HOVSTAD AND BI LLI NG
Your health, Doctor! Good heal th!

HORSTER
(touches gl asses with DR STOCKMANN)
| hope it will bring you nothing but good | uck

DR STOCKMANN
Thank you thank you, ny dear fellows! | feel trenendously
happy! It is a splendid thing for a nan to be able to feel
that he has done a service to his native town and to his
fellowcitizens. Hurrah, Katherine!

He puts his arns round her and whirls her round and
round, while she protests with laughing cries. They
all laugh, clap their hands, and cheer the DOCTOR
The boys put their heads in at the door to see what
i's going on.
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SCENE 2

The sane. The door into the dining-roomis shut. It
is morning. MRS, STOCKMANN, with a sealed letter in
her hand, comes in fromthe dining-room goes to

t he door of the Doctor's study, and peeps in.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Are you in, Thomas?

DR STOCKMANN
(fromw thin his roon)

Yes, | have just cone in.
(Cones into the room
What is it?

MRS. STOCKMANN
A letter fromyour brother.

DR STOCKMANN
Aha, let us see!
(Opens the letter and reads:)
"I return herewith the nmanuscript you sent nme" —
(reads on in a | ow nmurnur)
Hl —

MRS. STOCKMANN
What does he say?

DR STOCKMANN
(putting the papers in his pocket)
Ch, he only wites that he will cone up here hinsel f about
m dday.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Wll, try and renenber to be at hone this tine.

DR STOCKMANN
That will be all right; | have got through all ny norning
visits.

MRS. STOCKNVANN
| amextrenely curious to know how he takes it.

DR STOCKMANN
You will see he won't like it's having been I, and not he,
t hat nmade the discovery.
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MRS. STOCKMANN
Aren't you a little nervous about that?

DR STOCKMANN
Ch, he really will be pleased enough, you know. But, at the
sane tine, Peter is so confoundedly afraid of anyone's doing
any service to the town except hinself.

MRS. STOCKMANN
| will tell you what, Thomas — you shoul d be good nat ured,
and share the credit of this with him Couldn't you nmake out
that it was he who set you on the scent of this discovery?

DR STOCKMANN
| amquite willing. If only I can get the thing set right. I

MORTEN KI'IL puts his head in through the door
| eading fromthe hall, | ooks round in an enquiring
manner, and chuckl es.

MORTEN KI I L

(slyly)
Isit — is it true?

MRS. STOCKMANN
(going to the door)
Father! — is it you?

DR STOCKMANN
Ah, M. Kiil — good norning, Good norning!

MRS. STOCKMANN
But come al ong in.

MORTEN KI | L
If it is true, I will; if not, I amoff.

DR STOCKMANN
If what is true?

MORTEN KI I L
This tale about the water supply. Is it true?

DR STOCKMANN
Certainly it is true. But how did you cone to hear it?
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MORTEN KI I L
(comng in)
Petra ran in on her way to the school —

DR STOCKMANN
D d she?

MORTEN KI I L
Yes; and she declares that — . | thought she was only nmaking
a fool of nme, but it isn't like Petra to do that.

DR STOCKMANN
O course not. How coul d you i nmagi ne such a thing!

MORTEN KI | L
Ch well, it is better never to trust anybody; you may find
you have been nade a fool of before you know where you are.
But it is really true, all the sane?

DR STOCKMANN
You can depend upon it that it is true. Wn't you sit down?
(Settles himon the couch)
Isn't it areal bit of luck for the town —

MORTEN KI I L
(suppressing his |laughter)
A bit of luck for the town?

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, that | made the discovery in good tine.

MORTEN KI | L
(as before)
Yes, yes, yes! — But | should never have thought you the
sort of man to pull your own brother's leg |ike this!

DR STOCKMANN
Pull his Ieg!

MRS. STOCKMANN
Real |y, father dear —

MORTEN KI I L
(resting his hands and his chin on the handle of his
stick and winking slyly at the DOCTOR)
Let me see, what was the story? Some kind of beast that had
got into the water-pipes, wasn't it?
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DR STOCKMANN
| nfusoria — vyes.

MORTEN KI | L
And a | ot of these beasts had got in, according to Petra — a
tremendous | ot.

DR STOCKNMANN
Certainly; hundreds of thousands of them probably.

MORTEN KI | L
But no one can see them— isn't that so?

DR STOCKMANN
Yes; you can't see them

MORTEN KI I L
(with a quiet chuckle)
Damme — it's the finest story | have ever heard!

DR STOCKMANN
What do you nean?

MORTEN KI I L
But you will never get the Mayor to believe a thing |ike
t hat .

DR STOCKMANN
W shall see.

MORTEN KI I L
Do you think he will be fool enough to — ?

DR STOCKMANN
| hope the whole town will be fools enough.

MORTEN KI I L
The whole town! Well, it wouldn't be a bad thing. It would
just serve themright, and teach thema | esson. They think
t hensel ves so nmuch cl everer than we old fellows. They hounded
me out of the council; they did, | tell you — they hounded
me out. Now they shall pay for it. You pull their |egs too,
Thomas!

DR STOCKMANN
Really, I —
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MORTEN KI I L
You pull their |egs!
(CGets up)
If you can work it so that the Mayor and his friends all
swal | ow the sane bait, | will give ten pounds to a charity —
i ke a shot!

DR STOCKMANN
That is very kind of you.

MORTEN KI I L
Yes, | haven't got much noney to throw away, | can tell you;
but if you can work this, | will give five pounds to a

charity at Chri stnas.
HOVSTAD cones in by the hall door

HOVSTAD
Good nor ni ng!
( St ops)
Ch, | beg your pardon —

DR STOCKMANN

Not at all; come in.
MORTEN Kl | L
(wi th anot her chuckl e)
Cho! — is he in this too?
HOVSTAD

What do you nean?

DR STOCKMANN
Certainly he is.

MORTEN KI I L
| mght have known it! It nust get into the papers. You know
how to do it, Thomas! Set your wits to work. Now I nust go.

DR STOCKMANN
Wn't you stay a little while?

MORTEN KI | L
No, | nmust be off now You keep up this game for all it is
worth; you won't repent it, I'mhanged if you wll!

(He goes out; MRS. STOCKMANN follows himinto the
hal |)
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DR STOCKMANN
(1 aughi ng)
Just imagine — the old chap doesn't believe a word of al
t his about the water supply.

HOVSTAD
Ch that was it, then?

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, that was what we were tal king about. Perhaps it is the
sane thing that brings you here?

HOVSTAD
Yes, it is. Can you spare ne a few mnutes, Doctor?

DR STOCKMANN
As long as you |ike, ny dear fellow

HOVSTAD
Have you heard fromthe Mayor yet?

DR STOCKMANN
Not yet. He is comng here |ater

HOVSTAD
| have given the matter a great deal of thought since |ast
ni ght .

DR STOCKMANN
Vel | ?

HOVSTAD
From your point of view, as a doctor and a man of science,
this affair of the water-supply is an isolated matter. |
mean, you do not realise that it involves a great many ot her
t hi ngs.

DR STOCKMANN
How, do you nean? — Let us sit down, ny dear fellow No, sit
here on the couch.
(HOVSTAD sits down on the couch, DR STOCKVMANN on a
chair on the other side of the table)
Now t hen. You nean that — ?

HOVSTAD
You said yesterday that the pollution of the water was due to
inmpurities in the soil.
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DR STOCKMANN
Yes, unquestionably it is due to that poisonous norass up at
Mol | edal .

HOVSTAD
Beggi ng your pardon, doctor, | fancy it is due to quite
anot her norass al toget her.

DR STOCKMANN
What nor ass?

HOVSTAD
The norass that the whole |life of our town is built on and is
rotting in.

DR STOCKMANN
What the deuce are you driving at, Hovstad?

HOVSTAD
The whole of the towmn's interests have, little by little, got
into the hands of a pack of officials.

DR STOCKMANN
Ch, come! — they are not all officials.

HOVSTAD
No, but those that are not officials are at any rate the
officials' friends and adherents; it is the wealthy folk, the
old famlies in the town, that have got us entirely in their
hands.

DR STOCKNMANN
Yes, but after all they are nen of ability and know edge.

HOVSTAD
D d they show any ability or know edge when they laid the
condui t - pi pes where they are now?

DR STOCKMANN
No, of course that was a great piece of stupidity on their
part. But that is going to be set right now.

HOVSTAD
You think that will be all such plain sailing?

DR STOCKMANN
Plain sailing or no, it has got to be done, anyway.
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HOVSTAD
Yes, provided the press takes up the question.

DR STOCKMANN
| don't think that will be necessary, ny dear fellow, | am
certain ny brother —

HOVSTAD
Excuse ne, doctor; | feel bound to tell you |l aminclined to
take the matter up.

DR STOCKMANN
In the paper?

HOVSTAD
Yes. Wien | took over the "People's Messenger” ny idea was to
break up this ring of self-opinionated old fossils who had
got hold of all the influence.

DR STOCKNMANN
But you know you told ne yourself what the result had been;
you nearly ruined your paper.

HOVSTAD
Yes, at the tinme we were obliged to clinb down a peg or two,
it is quite true; because there was a danger of the whole
project of the Baths comng to nothing if they failed us. But
now t he schene has been carried through, and we can di spense
with these grand gentl enen.

DR STOCKMANN
D spense with them yes; but we owe thema great debt of
gratitude.

HOVSTAD
That shall be recogni zed ungrudgi ngly. But a journalist of ny
denocratic tendencies cannot |et such an opportunity as this
slip. The bubble of official infallibility nmust be pricked.
Thi s superstition nust be destroyed, |ike any other.

DR STOCKMANN
| am whol e-heartedly with you in that, M. Hovstad; if it is
a superstition, away with it!

HOVSTAD
| should be very reluctant to bring the Mayor into it,
because he is your brother. But | amsure you will agree with
me that truth should be the first consideration
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DR STOCKMANN
That goes wi t hout sayi ng.
(Wth sudden enphasi s)
Yes, but — but —

HOVSTAD
You nmust not msjudge ne. | amneither nore self-interested
nor nore anbitious than nost nen.

DR STOCKMANN
M/ dear fell ow — who suggests anything of that kind?

HOVSTAD
| amof hunble origin, as you know, and that has given ne
opportunities of know ng what is the nost crying need in the
hunbl er ranks of life. It is that they should be allowed sone
part in the direction of public affairs, Doctor. That is what
will develop their faculties and intelligence and self
respect —

DR STOCKMANN
| quite appreciate that.

HOVSTAD
Yes — and in ny opinion a journalist incurs a heavy
responsibility if he neglects a favorabl e opportunity of
emanci pating the masses — the hunbl e and oppressed. | know

wel | enough that in exalted circles | shall be called an
agitator, and all that sort of thing; but they may call what
they like. If only ny conscience doesn't reproach ne, then —

DR STOCKNMANN
Quite right! Quite right, M. Hovstad. But all the sane —
devil take it!
(A knock is heard at the door)
Cone in !

ASLAKSEN appears at the door. He is poorly but
decently dressed, in black, with a slightly
crunpl ed white neck cloth; he wears gl oves and
holds a felt hat in his hand.

ASLAKSEN
(bowi nQg)
Excuse ny taking the liberty, Doctor —
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DR STOCKMANN

(getting up)
Ah, it is you, Aslaksen

ASLAKSEN
Yes, Doctor.

HOVSTAD
(standi ng up)
Is it nme you want, Aslaksen?

ASLAKSEN
No; | didn't know | should find you here. No, it was the
Doctor | —

DR STOCKMANN
| amquite at your service. What is it?

ASLAKSEN
Is what | heard fromM. Billing true, sir — that you nean
to i nprove our water-supply?

DR STOCKNMANN
Yes, for the Baths.

ASLAKSEN
Quite so, | understand. Well, | have cone to say that | wll
back that up by every nmeans in ny power.

HOVSTAD
(to the DOCTOR)
You seel!

DR STOCKMANN
| shall be very grateful to you, but —

ASLAKSEN
Because it nmay be no bad thing to have us snall tradesnen at
your back. W form as it were, a conpact mgjority in the
towmn — if we choose. And it is always a good thing to have
the magjority with you, Doctor.

DR, STOCKMANN
This is undeniably true; but | confess | don't see why such
unusual precautions should be necessary in this case. It
seens to nme that such a plain, straightforward thing —
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ASLAKSEN
Ch, it may be very desirable, all the sane. | know our | ocal
authorities so well; officials are not generally very ready

to act on proposals that conme fromother people. That is why
| think it would not be at all amss if we nmade a little
denonstrati on

HOVSTAD
That's right.

DR STOCKMANN
Denonstration, did you say? Wiat on earth are you going to
make a denonstrati on about ?

ASLAKSEN
W shall proceed with the greatest noderation, Doctor.
Moderation is always nmy aim it is the greatest virtue in a
citizen — at least, | think so.

DR STOCKNMANN
It is well known to be a characteristic of yours, M.
Asl aksen.

ASLAKSEN
Yes, | think | may pride nyself on that. And this matter of
the water-supply is of the greatest inportance to us snall
tradesnen. The Baths prom se to be a regul ar gold-mne for
the town. W shall all nake our living out of them
especially those of us who are househol ders. That is why we
wi Il back up the project as strongly as possible. And as | am
at present Chairman of the Househol ders' Association —

DR STOCKMANN

Yes — ?

ASLAKSEN
And, what is nore, |ocal secretary of the Tenperance Society
— you know, sir, | suppose, that I ama worker in the

t enper ance cause?

DR STOCKNMANN
O course, of course.

ASLAKSEN
Vel |, you can understand that | come into contact with a
great many people. And as | have the reputation of a
tenperate and | awabiding citizen — |ike yourself, Doctor —

( MORE)
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ASLAKSEN ( CONT' D)
| have a certain influence in the town, a little bit of
power, if |I may be allowed to say so.

DR STOCKNMANN
| know that quite well, M. Aslaksen

ASLAKSEN
So you see it would be an easy nmatter for ne to set on foot
sone testinonial, if necessary.

DR STOCKMANN
A testinonial?

ASLAKSEN

Yes, sone kind of an address of thanks fromthe townsnen for
your share in a matter of such inportance to the comunity. |
need scarcely say that it would have to be drawn up with the
greatest regard to noderation, so as not to offend the
authorities — who, after all, have the reins in their hands.
If we pay strict attention to that, no one can take it am ss,
| shoul d think

HOVSTAD
Wl |, and even supposing they didn't like it —

ASLAKSEN
No, no, no; there nust be no discourtesy to the authorities,
M. Hovstad. It is no use falling foul of those upon whom our
wel fare so closely depends. | have done that in ny tinme, and
no good ever comes of it. But no one can take exception to a
reasonabl e and frank expression of a citizen's views.

DR STOCKMANN
(shaki ng hi mby the hand)
| can't tell you, dear M. Aslaksen, how extrenely pl eased |
amto find such hearty support anong ny fellowcitizens. | am
delighted — delighted! Now, you will take a small glass of
sherry, eh?

ASLAKSEN
No, thank you; | never drink al cohol of that kind.
DR STOCKMANN
Wl |, what do you say to a glass of beer, then?
ASLAKSEN
Nor that either, thank you, Doctor. | never drink anything as
early as this. | amgoing into towm nowto talk this over

with one or two househol ders, and prepare the ground.
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DR STOCKMANN
It is trenmendously kind of you, M. Aslaksen; but | really
cannot understand the necessity for all these precautions. It
seens to ne that the thing should go of itself,

ASLAKSEN
The authorities are sonewhat slow to nove, Doctor. Far be it
fromne to seemto blane them —

HOVSTAD
W are going to stir themup in the paper tonorrow, Aslaksen.
ASLAKSEN
But not violently, I trust, M. Hovstad. Proceed with
noderation, or you will do nothing with them You may take ny
advi ce; | have gathered ny experience in the school of life.
Well, | nust say good-bye, Doctor. You know now that we small
tradesnen are at your back at all events, like a solid wall.

You have the conpact majority on your side, Doctor.

DR STOCKMANN
| amvery much obliged, dear M. Aslaksen.
(Shakes hands with him
Good- bye, good- bye.

ASLAKSEN
Are you going ny way, towards the printing office, M.
Hovst ad?

HOVSTAD
Il will cone later; | have sonething to settle up first.
ASLAKSEN
Very wel | .
(Bows and goes out. STOCKMANN follows himinto the
hal I)
HOVSTAD

(As STOCKMANN cones in again)
Vel |, what do you think of that, Doctor? Don't you think it
is hightine we stirred alittle life into all this slackness
and vacillation and cowardi ce?

DR STOCKNMANN
Are you referring to Asl aksen?
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HOVSTAD
Yes, | am He is one of those who are floundering in a bog —
decent enough fellow though he may be, otherw se. And nost of
the people here are in just the sane case — see-saw ng and

edging first to one side and then to the other, so overcone
with caution and scruple that they never dare to take any
deci ded step.

DR STOCKNMANN
Yes, but Aslaksen seenmed to nme so thoroughly well -
i ntenti oned.

HOVSTAD
There is one thing | esteem higher than that; and that is for
a man to be self-reliant and sure of hinself.

DR STOCKMANN
| think you are perfectly right there.

HOVSTAD
That is why | want to seize this opportunity, and try if |
cannot nmanage to put a little virility into these well
i ntenti oned people for once. The idol of Authority nust be
shattered in this town. This gross and inexcusabl e bl under
about the water-supply nmust be brought honme to the m nd of
every muni ci pal voter

DR STOCKMANN

Very well; if you are of opinion that it is for the good of
the comunity, so be it. But not until | have had a talk with
nmy brother.

HOVSTAD

Anyway, | will get a leading article ready; and if the Mayor
refuses to take the matter up —

DR STOCKMANN
How can you suppose such a thing possible?

HOVSTAD
It is conceivable. And in that case —

DR STOCKMANN

In that case | promse you — . Look here, in that case you
may print ny report — every word of it.
HOVSTAD

May | ? Have | your word for it?
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DR STOCKMANN
(giving hi mthe manuscri pt)
Here it is; take it with you. It can do no harmfor you to
read it through, and you can give it back to ne |ater on.

HOVSTAD
Cood, good! That is what | will do. And now good-bye, Doctor.

DR STOCKMANN
Good- bye, good-bye. You will see every thing will run quite
snmoot hly, M. Hovstad — quite snoothly.

HOVSTAD
HMl — we shall see.
(Bows and goes out)

DR STOCKMANN
(opens the dini ng-room door and | ooks in)
Kat herine! On, you are back, Petra?

PETRA
(comng in)
Yes, | have just come fromthe school

MRS. STOCKMANN
(comng in)
Has he not been here yet?

DR STOCKMANN
Peter? No. But | have had a long talk with Hovstad. He is
quite excited about ny discovery. | find it has a much w der
bearing than I at first inmagi ned. And he has put his paper at
ny disposal if necessity should arise.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Do you think it will?

DR STOCKMANN
Not for a nmonment. But at all events it makes nme feel proud to
know that | have the |iberal -m nded i ndependent press on ny
side. Yes, and — just inmagine — | have had a visit fromthe
Chai rman of the Househol ders' Associ ati on!

MRS. STOCKMANN
Oh! What did he want ?
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DR STOCKMANN
To offer ne his support too. They will support nme in a body
if it should be necessary. Katherine — do you know what |
have got behind ne?

MRS. STOCKMANN
Behi nd you? No, what have you got behind you?

DR STOCKMANN
The conpact nmajority.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Real ly? Is that a good thing for you Thonmas?

DR STOCKMANN
| should think it was a good thing.
(Wal ks up and down rubbi ng hi s hands)
By Jove, it's a fine thing to feel this bond of brotherhood
bet ween onesel f and one's fellow citizens!

PETRA
And to be able to do so nmuch that is good and useful, father

DR STOCKMANN
And for one's own native town into the bargain, ny child!

MRS. STOCKMANN
That was a ring at the bell.

DR STOCKMANN
It nust be he, then.
(A knock is heard at the door)
Cone in!

PETER STOCKVANN
(comes in fromthe hall)
CGood nor ni ng.

DR STOCKMANN
dad to see you, Peter!

MRS. STOCKMANN
CGood norning, Peter. How are you?

PETER STOCKNMANN
So so, thank you
(To DR STOCKMANN)

( MORE)
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PETER STOCKMANN ( CONT' D)
| received fromyou yesterday, after office hours, a report
dealing with the condition of the water at the Baths.

DR STOCKMANN
Yes. Have you read it?

PETER STOCKNMANN
Yes, | have.

DR STOCKMANN
And what have you to say to it?

PETER STOCKNVANN
(with a sidel ong gl ance)
H —

MRS. STOCKMANN
Cone al ong, Petra.
(She and PETRA go into the roomon the left)

PETER STOCKNMANN
(after a pause)
Was it necessary to nmake all these investigations behind ny
back?

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, because until | was absolutely certain about it —

PETER STOCKVANN
Then you nean that you are absolutely certain now?

DR STOCKMANN
Surely you are convinced of that.

PETER STOCKNVANN
Is it your intention to bring this docunent before the Baths
Conmttee as a sort of official comunication?

DR STOCKNMANN
Certainly. Sonmething nmust be done in the matter — and t hat
qui ckly.

PETER STOCKVANN
As usual, you enploy violent expressions in your report. You
say, anongst other things, that what we offer visitors in our
Baths is a permanent supply of poison.
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DR STOCKMANN
Wl |, can you describe it any other way, Peter? Just think —
water that is poisonous, whether you drink it or bathe in it!
And this we offer to the poor sick fol k who cone to us
trustfully and pay us at an exorbitant rate to be nade well
agai n!

PETER STOCKNMANN
And your reasoning |eads you to this conclusion, that we nust
build a sewer to draw off the alleged inpurities from
Mol | edal and nust relay the water-conduits.

DR STOCKMANN
Yes. Do you see any other way out of it? | don't.

PETER STOCKNVANN
| made a pretext this norning to go and see the town
engi neer, and, as if only half seriously, broached the
subj ect of these proposals as a thing we m ght perhaps have
to take under consideration sonme tinme later on

DR STOCKNMANN
Sone tinme | ater on!

PETER STOCKMANN
He smled at what he considered to be ny extravagance,
natural ly. Have you taken the trouble to consider what your
proposed alterations would cost? According to the information
| obtained, the expenses woul d probably nmount up to fifteen
or twenty thousand pounds.

DR STOCKMANN
Wuld it cost so nuch?

PETER STOCKVANN
Yes; and the worst part of it would be that the work woul d
take at | east two years.

DR STOCKMANN
Two years? Two whol e years?

PETER STOCKVANN
At least. And what are we to do with the Baths in the
meant i ne? C ose then? Indeed we should be obliged to. And do
you suppose any one woul d cone near the place after it had
got about that the water was dangerous?
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DR STOCKMANN
Yes but, Peter, that is what it is.

PETER STOCKNVANN
And all this at this juncture — just as the Baths are
begi nning to be known. There are other towns in the
nei ghborhood with qualifications to attract visitors for
bat hi ng purposes. Don't you suppose they would i mmedi ately
strain every nerve to divert the entire streamof strangers
to thensel ves? Unquestionably they woul d; and then where
shoul d we be? W shoul d probably have to abandon t he whol e
t hi ng, which has cost us so nuch noney — and then you woul d
have rui ned your native town.

DR STOCKMANN
— shoul d have rui ned — !

PETER STOCKANN
It is sinply and solely through the Baths that the town has
before it any future worth nmentioning. You know that just as
well as I.

DR STOCKMANN
But what do you think ought to be done, then?

PETER STOCKNMANN
Your report has not convinced ne that the condition of the
water at the Baths is as bad as you represent it to be.

DR STOCKMANN
| tell you it is even worse! — or at all events it will be
in sunmer, when the warm weat her cones.

PETER STOCKNVANN
As | said, | believe you exaggerate the matter considerably.
A capabl e physician ought to know what neasures to take — he
ought to be capable of preventing injurious influences or of
remedying themif they becone obviously persistent.

DR STOCKMANN
Vel | ?2 What nore?

PETER STOCKMANN
The water supply for the Baths is now an established fact,
and i n consequence nust be treated as such. But probably the
Conmttee, at its discretion, will not be disinclined to
consi der the question of how far it mght be possible to

( MORE)
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PETER STOCKMANN ( CONT' D)
i ntroduce certain inprovenments consistently with a reasonabl e
expendi t ure.

DR STOCKMANN
And do you suppose that | will have anything to do with such
a piece of trickery as that?

PETER STOCKVANN
Trickery!!

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, it would be a trick — a fraud, a lie, a downright crine
towards the public, towards the whole community!

PETER STOCKNANN
| have not, as | remarked before, been able to convince
nyself that there is actually any inm nent danger.

DR STOCKMANN
You have! It is inpossible that you should not be convinced.
| know | have represented the facts absolutely truthfully and
fairly. And you know it very well, Peter, only you won't
acknowl edge it. It was owing to your action that both the
Bat hs and the water-conduits were built where they are; and
that is what you won't acknow edge — that dammabl e bl under
of yours. Pooh! — do you suppose | don't see through you?

PETER STOCKVANN
And even if that were true? If | perhaps guard ny reputation
sonmewhat anxiously, it is in the best interests of the town.
Wthout noral authority I am powerless to direct public
affairs as seens, to ny judgenent, to be best for the common
good. And on that account — and for various other reasons
too — it appears to nme to be a matter of inportance that
your report should not be delivered to the Commttee. In the
interests of the public, you nmust withhold it. Then, later

on, I will raise the question and we will do our best,
privately; but nothing of this unfortunate affair — not a
single word of it — nust cone to the ears of the public

DR STOCKMANN
| amafraid you will not be able to prevent that now, ny dear
Pet er .

PETER STOCKNMANN
It nmust and shall be prevented.
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DR STOCKMANN
It is no use, | tell you. There are too nmany peopl e that know
about it.

PETER STOCKVANN
That know about it? Who? Surely you don't nean those fell ows
on the "People's Messenger"?

DR STOCKNMANN
Yes, they know. The |iberal -m nded i ndependent press is going
to see that you do your duty.

PETER STOCKMANN
(after a short pause)
You are an extraordinarily independent man, Thomas. Have you
gi ven no thought to the consequences this may have for
your sel f?

DR STOCKMANN
Consequences? — for ne?

PETER STOCKNMANN
For you and yours, yes.

DR STOCKMANN
What t he deuce do you nean?

PETER STOCKVANN
| believe | have al ways behaved in a brotherly way to you —
have al ways been ready to oblige or to help you?

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, you have, and | amgrateful to you for it.

PETER STOCKVANN
There is no need. Indeed, to sone extent | was forced to do
so — for ny own sake. | always hoped that, if | helped to
i nprove your financial position, | should be able to keep
sone check on you

DR STOCKMANN
What!! Then it was only for your own sake — !

PETER STOCKNMANN
Up to a certain point, yes. It is painful for a man in an
official position to have his nearest relative conprom sing
hinmself tinme after tine.
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DR STOCKMANN
And do you consider that |I do that?

PETER STOCKNVANN
Yes, unfortunately, you do, w thout even being aware of it.
You have a restless, pugnacious, rebellious disposition. And
then there is that disastrous propensity of yours to want to
wite about every sort of possible and inpossible thing. The
nonent an idea cones into your head, you nust needs go and
wite a newspaper article or a whol e panphl et about it.

DR STOCKMANN
Vell, but is it not the duty of a citizen to let the public
share in any new i deas he may have?

PETER STOCKNVANN
Ch, the public doesn't require any new i deas. The public is
best served by the good, ol d-established ideas it already
has.

DR STOCKNMANN
And that is your honest opinion?

PETER STOCKVANN
Yes, and for once | nust talk frankly to you. Htherto |I have
tried to avoid doing so, because | know how irritable you
are; but now !l nust tell you the truth, Thomas. You have no
conception what an anmount of harmyou do yourself by your
i npetuosity. You conplain of the authorities, you even
conpl ain of the government — you are always pulling themto
pi eces; you insist that you have been negl ected and
persecuted. But what el se can such a cantankerous man as you
expect ?

DR STOCKMANN
What next! Cantankerous, am|?

PETER STOCKNMANN
Yes, Thomas, you are an extrenely cantankerous man to work
with — | know that to nmy cost. You disregard everything that
you ought to have consideration for. You seemconpletely to
forget that it is nme you have to thank for your appoi nt ment
here as nedical officer to the Baths

DR STOCKMANN
| was entitled to it as a matter of course! — | and nobody
elsel | was the first person to see that the town could be
made into a flourishing watering-place, and I was the only

( MCRE)
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DR STOCKMANN ( CONT' D)
one who saw it at that tinme. | had to fight single handed in
support of the idea for nmany years; and | wote and wote —

PETER STOCKVANN
Undoubt edly. But things were not ripe for the schene then —
t hough, of course, you could not judge of that in your out-of-
t he-way corner up north. But as soon as the opportune nonent
cane | — and the others — took the matter into our hands —

DR STOCKNMANN
Yes, and nmade this ness of all ny beautiful plan. It is
pretty obvi ous now what clever fellows you were!

PETER STOCKNVANN
To ny mnd the whole thing only seens to nean that you are
seeki ng another outlet for your conbativeness. You want to
pick a quarrel with your superiors — an old habit of yours.
You cannot put up with any authority over you. You | ook
askance at anyone who occupies a superior official position;
you regard himas a personal eneny, and then any stick is
good enough to beat himwith. But now | have called your
attention to the fact that the town's interests are at stake
— and, incidentally, ny owmn too. And therefore | nust tell
you, Thomas, that you will find me inexorable with regard to
what | am about to require you to do.

DR STOCKMANN
And what is that?

PETER STOCKVANN
As you have been so indiscreet as to speak of this delicate
matter to outsiders, despite the fact that you ought to have
treated it as entirely official and confidential, it is
obviously inpossible to hush it up now Al sorts of runors
will get about directly, and everybody who has a grudge
against us will take care to enbellish these runors. So it
will be necessary for you to refute them publicly.

DR STOCKMANN
[ How? | don't understand.

PETER STOCKVANN
What we shall expect is that, after making further
i nvestigations, you will come to the conclusion that the
matter is not by any neans as dangerous or as critical as you
imagined in the first instance.

DR STOCKMANN
Cho! — so that is what you expect!
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PETER STOCKMANN
And, what is nore, we shall expect you to nmake public
prof ession of your confidence in the Commttee and in their
readi ness to consider fully and conscientiously what steps
may be necessary to renmedy any possi bl e defects.

DR STOCKMANN
But you will never be able to do that by patching and
tinkering at it — never! Take ny word for it, Peter; | nean
what | say, as deliberately and enphatically as possible.

PETER STOCKNVANN
As an officer under the Coomttee, you have no right to any
i ndi vi dual opi ni on.

DR STOCKMANN
(amazed)
No right?

PETER STOCKNMANN
In your official capacity, no. As a private person, it is
quite another matter. But as a subordi nate nenber of the
staff of the Baths, you have no right to express any opinion
whi ch runs contrary to that of your superiors.

DR STOCKMANN
This is too nuch! |, a doctor, a man of science, have no
right to — !

PETER STOCKANN
The matter in hand is not sinply a scientific one. It is a
conplicated matter, and has its economc as well as its
t echni cal side.

DR STOCKMANN
| don't care what it is! | intend to be free to express ny
opi ni on on any subject under the sun.

PETER STOCKNMANN
As you pl ease — but not on any subject concerning the Baths.
That we for bid.

DR, STOCKMANN
(shouti ng)
You forbid — ! You! A pack of —
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PETER STOCKNVANN
| forbidit — I, your chief; and if | forbid it, you have to
obey.

DR STOCKMANN
(control l'ing hinself)
Peter — if you were not ny brother —

PETRA
(throwi ng open the door)
Fat her, you shan't stand this!

MRS. STOCKMANN
(comng in after her)
Petra, Petral

PETER STOCKMANN
Ch, so you have been eavesdroppi ng.

MRS. STOCKMANN
You were talking so loud, we couldn't help —

PETRA
Yes, | was |istening.
PETER STOCKNMVANN
Well, after all, | amvery glad —

DR STOCKMANN

(going up to him
You were sayi ng sonething about forbidding and obeyi ng?

PETER STOCKNMANN
You obliged nme to take that tone with you.

DR STOCKMANN
And so | amto give nyself the lie, publicly?

PETER STOCKNMANN
We consider it absolutely necessary that you shoul d nake sone
such public statenment as | have asked for.

DR STOCKMANN
And if | do not — obey?

PETER STOCKNVANN
Then we shall publish a statenent ourselves to reassure the
public.
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DR STOCKMANN
Very well; but in that case | shall use ny pen against you. |
stick to what | have said; | will showthat I amright and
that you are wong. And what will you do then?

PETER STOCKNVANN
Then | shall not be able to prevent your being di sm ssed.

DR STOCKMANN

What — ?
PETRA

Fat her — di sm ssed!

MRS. STOCKVANN
D sm ssed!

PETER STOCKANN
Dismssed fromthe staff of the Baths. | shall be obliged to
propose that you shall inmrediately be given notice, and shal

not be allowed any further participation in the Baths
affairs.

DR STOCKMANN
You would dare to do that!

PETER STOCKNMANN
It is you that are playing the daring gane.

PETRA
Uncle, that is a shaneful way to treat a man |ike father

MRS. STOCKMANN
Do hol d your tongue, Petral

PETER STOCKNVANN
(1 ooki ng at PETRA)
Ch, so we volunteer our opinions already, do we? O course.
(To MRS. STOCKVANN)
Kat herine, | inmagine you are the nost sensible person in this
house. Use any influence you nmay have over your husband, and
make himsee what this will entail for his famly as well as

DR STOCKMANN
My famly is ny own concern and nobody el se's!
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PETER STOCKMANN
— for his owmn famly, as | was saying, as well as for the
town he lives in.

DR STOCKMANN

It is | who have the real good of the town at heart! | want
to lay bare the defects that sooner or later nust cone to the
light of day. I will show whether | |ove ny native town.

PETER STOCKNVANN
You, who in your blind obstinacy want to cut off the nost
i nportant source of the town's welfare?

DR STOCKNMANN
The source is poisoned, man! Are you nmad? W are maki ng our
living by retailing filth and corruption! The whol e of our
flourishing nunicipal life derives its sustenance froma |ie!

PETER STOCKMANN
Al'l imagi nation — or sonething even worse. The nman who can
t hrow out such offensive insinuations about his native town
nmust be an eneny to our comunity.

DR STOCKMANN

(going up to him
Do you dare to — !

MRS. STOCKMANN
(throwi ng herself between them
Thomas!

PETRA
(catching her father by the arm
Don't | ose your tenper, father!

PETER STOCKNVANN
Il will not expose nyself to violence. Now you have had a
war ni ng; so reflect on what you owe to yourself and your
famly. CGood-bye.
(CGoes out)

DR STOCKMANN
(wal ki ng up and down)
Am | to put up with such treatnent as this? In ny own house,
Kat herine! What do you think of that!

MRS. STOCKMANN
Indeed it is both shanmeful and absurd, Thomas —
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PETRA
If only I could give uncle a piece of ny mnd —

DR STOCKMANN

It is ny omn fault. | ought to have flown out at himlong
ago! — shown ny teeth! — bitten! To hear himcall me an
eneny to our comunity! Me! | shall not take that |ying down,

upon ny soul !

MRS. STOCKMANN
But, dear Thomas, your brother has power on his side —

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, but | have right on mne, | tell you.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Ch yes, right — right. Wat is the use of having right on
your side if you have not got m ght?

PETRA
Ch, nother! — how can you say such a thing!

DR STOCKMANN
Do you imagine that in a free country it is no use having
right on your side? You are absurd, Katherine. Besides,
haven't | got the |iberal-m nded i ndependent press to | ead
the way, and the conpact majority behind ne? That is m ght
enough, | shoul d thi nk!

MRS. STOCKMANN
But, good heavens, Thomas, you don't nean to — ?

DR STOCKMANN
Don't mean to what ?

MRS. STOCKMANN
To set yourself up in opposition to your brother.

DR STOCKMANN
In God's nane, what el se do you suppose | should do but take
nmy stand on right and truth?

PETRA
Yes, | was just going to say that.

MRS. STOCKMANN
But it won't do you any earthly good. If they won't do it,
they won't.
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DR STOCKMANN
Cho, Katherine! Just give ne tine, and you will see how I
wll carry the war into their canp.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Yes, you carry the war into their canp, and you get your
dismssal — that is what you will do.

DR STOCKMANN
In any case | shall have done ny duty towards the public —
towards the comunity. |, who amcalled its eneny!

MRS. STOCKMANN
But towards your famly, Thomas? Towards your own hone! Do
you think that is doing your duty towards those you have to
provi de for?

PETRA
Ah, don't think always first of us, nother.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Ch, it is easy for you to talk; you are able to shift for
yoursel f, if need be. But renenber the boys, Thomas; and
think a little too of yourself, and of ne —

DR STOCKNMANN
| think you are out of your senses, Katherine!l If | were to
be such a m serable coward as to go on ny knees to Peter and
hi s hanged crew, do you suppose | should ever know an hour's
peace of mind all ny life afterwards?

MRS. STOCKMANN
| don't know anything about that; but God preserve us from
t he peace of mnd we shall have, all the same, if you go on
defying him You will find yourself again w thout the neans
of subsistence, with no income to count upon. | should think
we had had enough of that in the old days. Renenber that,
Thomas; think what that neans.

DR STOCKMANN
(collecting hinmself with a struggle and cl enching
his fists)
And this is what this slavery can bring upon a free,
honourable man! Isn't it horrible, Katherine?

MRS. STOCKMANN
Yes, it is sinful to treat you so, it is perfectly true. But,
good heavens, one has to put up with so nuch injustice in

( MCRE)
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MRS. STOCKMANN ( CONT' D)
this world. — There are the boys, Thomas! Look at them Wat
is to becone of thenf? Ch, no, you can never have the heart —

EJLI F and MORTEN have cone in while she was
speaking, with their school books in their hands.

DR STOCKMANN

The boys !
(Recovers hinsel f suddenly)
No, even if the whole world goes to pieces, | will never bow

ny neck to this yoke!
(CGoes towards his room

MRS. STOCKMANN
(follow ng him
Thomas — what are you going to do!

DR STOCKMANN
(at his door)
| mean to have the right to look ny sons in the face when
t hey are grown nen.
(Goes into his room

MRS. STOCKMANN
(bursting into tears)
Cod help us all!

PETRA
Father is splendid! He will not give in.

The boys | ook on in amazenent; PETRA signs to them
not to speak.
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SCENE 3

The editorial office of the "People s Messenger."
The entrance door is on the |left-hand side of the
back wall: on the right-hand side is another door
wi th gl ass panel s through which the printing-room
can be seen. Another door in the right-hand wall.
In the mddle of the roomis a large table covered
wi th papers, newspapers and books. In the
foreground on the left a wi ndow, before which
stands a desk and a high stool. There are a couple
of easy chairs by the table, and other chairs
standing along the wall. The roomis dingy and
unconfortable; the furniture is old, the chairs
stained and torn. In the printing-roomthe
conpositors are seen at work, and a printer is
wor ki ng a hand-press. HOVSTAD is sitting at the
desk, witing. BILLING conmes in fromthe right with
Dr. Stockmann's manuscript in his hand

Bl LLI NG
Vll, | nust say!
HOVSTAD
(still witing)
Have you read it through?
Bl LLI NG

(laying the manuscript on the desk)
Yes, indeed | have.

HOVSTAD
Don't you think the Doctor hits thempretty hard?
Bl LLI NG
Hard? Bl ess ny soul, he's crushing! Every word falls |ike —
how shall | put it? — like the blow of a sl edge-hamer.
HOVSTAD

Yes, but they are not the people to throw up the sponge at
the first bl ow.

Bl LLI NG
That is true; and for that reason we nust strike bl ow upon
bl ow until the whole of this aristocracy tunbles to pieces.
As | sat there reading this, | alnost seened to see a
revol ution in being.
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HOVSTAD
(turning round)
Hush! Speak so that Aslaksen cannot hear you

Bl LLI NG
(1 owering his voice)
Asl aksen is a chicken-hearted chap, a coward; there is
nothing of the man in him But this tine you wll insist on
your own way, won't you? You will put the Doctor's article
in?

HOVSTAD
Yes, and if the Mayor doesn't like it —
Bl LLI NG
That will be the devil of a nuisance.
HOVSTAD
Wll, fortunately we can turn the situation to good account,

what ever happens. |If the Mayor will not fall in with the
Doctor's project, he will have all the snmall tradesnen down
on him— the whol e of the Househol ders' Association and the
rest of them And if he does fall inwithit, he will fall
out with the whole crowd of |arge sharehol ders in the Baths,
who up to now have been his nost val uabl e supporters —

Bl LLI NG
Yes, because they will certainly have to fork out a pretty
penny —

HOVSTAD
Yes, you may be sure they will. And in this way the ring wll
be broken up, you see, and then in every issue of the paper
we will enlighten the public on the Mayor's incapability on
one point and another, and make it clear that all the
positions of trust in the town, the whole control of
muni ci pal affairs, ought to be put in the hands of the
Li beral s.

Bl LLI NG
That is perfectly true! | see it comng — | see it comng;
we are on the threshold of a revol ution!

A knock is heard at the door

HOVSTAD
Hush!
(Call's out)

( MCRE)
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HOVSTAD ( CONT' D)
Cone i n!
(DR STOCKMANN cones in by the street door. HOVSTAD
goes to neet him
Ah, it is you, Doctor! Well?

DR STOCKMANN
You may set to work and print it, M. Hovstad!

HOVSTAD
Has it cone to that, then?

Bl LLI NG
Hur r ah!

DR STOCKNMANN
Yes, print away. Undoubtedly it has come to that. Now they
nust take what they get. There is going to be a fight in the
town, M. Billing!

Bl LLI NG
War to the knife, | hope! We will get our knives to their
t hroats, Doctor

DR STOCKMANN
This article is only a beginning. | have al ready got four or
five nore sketched out in ny head. Were is Asl aksen?

Bl LLI NG
(calls into the printing-roon
Asl aksen, just cone here for a m nute!

HOVSTAD
Four or five nore articles, did you say? On the sane subject?

DR STOCKMANN
No — far fromit, ny dear fellow No, they are about quite
another matter. But they all spring fromthe question of the
wat er - supply and the drai nage. One thing | eads to anot her,
you know. It is like beginning to pull down an ol d house,
exactly.

Bl LLI NG
Upon ny soul, it's true; you find you are not done till you
have pulled all the old rubbi sh down.

ASLAKSEN
(comng in)
Pul | ed down? You are not thinking of pulling dow the Baths
surely, Doctor?
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HOVSTAD
Far fromit, don't be afraid.

DR STOCKMANN
No, we neant sonmething quite different. Wll, what do you
think of ny article, M. Hovstad?

HOVSTAD
| think it is sinply a masterpiece —

DR STOCKMANN
Do you really think so? Wll, |I amvery pl eased, very
pl eased.

HOVSTAD
It is so clear and intelligible. One need have no speci al
know edge to understand the bearing of it. You will have
every enlightened nan on your side.

ASLAKSEN

And every prudent nman too, | hope?
Bl LLI NG

The prudent and the inprudent — al nost the whol e town.
ASLAKSEN

In that case we may venture to print it.

DR STOCKMANN
| should think sol!

HOVSTAD
W will put it in tonorrow norning.

DR STOCKMANN
O course — you rmust not |lose a single day. What | wanted to
ask you, M. Aslaksen, was if you woul d supervise the
printing of it yourself.

ASLAKSEN
Wth pl easure.

DR STOCKMANN
Take care of it as if it were a treasure! No msprints —
every word is inportant. | will ook in again a little later
perhaps you will be able to let ne see a proof. | can't tel
you how eager | amto see it in print, and see it burst upon
the public —
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Bl LLI NG
Burst upon them — yes, like a flash of |ightning!

DR STOCKMANN
— and to have it submtted to the judgnent of ny intelligent
fell owtownsnen. You cannot inagi ne what | have gone through
today. | have been threatened first with one thing and then
wi th another; they have tried to rob ne of ny nost el enentary
rights as a man —

Bl LLI NG
What! Your rights as a nan!

DR STOCKMANN
— they have tried to degrade ne, to make a coward of ne, to
force ne to put personal interests before ny nost sacred
convi ctions —

Bl LLI NG
That is too much — I"mhanged if it isn't.

HOVSTAD
Ch, you nmustn't be surprised at anything fromthat quarter.

DR STOCKMANN

Vell, they will get the worst of it with nme; they may assure
t hensel ves of that. | shall consider the "People' s Messenger”
ny sheet-anchor now, and every single day | will bonbard them
with one article after another, |ike bonb-shells —

ASLAKSEN
Yes, but —

Bl LLI NG
Hurrah! — it is war, it is war!

DR STOCKMANN
| shall smte themto the ground — | shall crush them — I
shall break down all their defenses, before the eyes of the
honest public! That is what | shall do!

ASLAKSEN
Yes, but in noderation, Doctor — proceed with noderation —

Bl LLI NG
Not a bit of it, not a bit of it! Don't spare the dynamte!
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DR STOCKMANN
Because it is not nerely a question of water-supply and
drains now, you know. No — it is the whole of our social
life that we have got to purify and disinfect —

Bl LLI NG
Spoken |i ke a deliverer!

DR STOCKMANN
Al'l the incapabl es nust be turned out, you understand — and
that in every walk of life! Endl ess vistas have opened
thensel ves to ny mnd' s eye today. | cannot see it all quite
clearly yet, but | shall in tine. Young and vi gorous standard-
bearers — those are what we need and nust seek, ny friends;
we nust have new nen in comrand at all our outposts.

Bl LLI NG
Hear, hear!

DR STOCKMANN
W only need to stand by one another, and it will all be
perfectly easy. The revolution will be launched like a ship
that runs snmoothly off the stocks. Don't you think so?

HOVSTAD
For ny part | think we have now a prospect of getting the
muni ci pal authority into the hands where it should lie.

ASLAKSEN
And if only we proceed with noderation, | cannot inagine that
there wll be any risk.

DR STOCKMANN
Who the devil cares whether there is any risk or not! Wat |
amdoing, | amdoing in the name of truth and for the sake of
nmy consci ence.

HOVSTAD
You are a man who deserves to be supported, Doctor.

ASLAKSEN
Yes, there is no denying that the Doctor is a true friend to
the towmmn — a real friend to the community, that he is.

Bl LLI NG

Take ny word for it, Aslaksen, Dr. Stockmann is a friend of
t he peopl e.
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ASLAKSEN
| fancy the Househol ders' Association will make use of that
expression before | ong.

DR STOCKMANN

(af fected, grasps their hands)
Thank you, thank you, ny dear staunch friends. It is very
refreshing to me to hear you say that; ny brother called ne
sonething quite different. By Jove, he shall have it back,
with interest! But now | nust be off to see a poor devil — .
| will cone back, as | said. Keep a very careful eye on the
manuscri pt, Aslaksen, and don't for worlds | eave out any of
nmy notes of exclamation! Rather put one or two nore in!
Capital, capital! Wll, good-bye for the present — good-bye,
good- bye!

They show himto the door, and bow hi m out.

HOVSTAD
He may prove an inval uably useful man to us.

ASLAKSEN
Yes, so long as he confines hinself to this matter of the
Baths. But if he goes farther afield, | don't think it would
be advisable to follow him

HOVSTAD
HMn — that all depends —
Bl LLI NG
You are so infernally timd, Aslaksen
ASLAKSEN
Timd? Yes, when it is a question of the local authorities, I
amtimd, M. Billing; it is a lesson | have learnt in the

school of experience, let ne tell you. But try me in higher
politics, in matters that concern the governnent itself, and
then see if | amtimd.

Bl LLI NG
No, you aren't, | admt. But this is sinply contradicting
your sel f.

ASLAKSEN

| ama man with a conscience, and that is the whole matter.

I f you attack the governnent, you don't do the comunity any
harm anyway; those fellows pay no attention to attacks, you
see — they go on just as they are, in spite of them But

( MCRE)



AN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE 64

ASLAKSEN ( CONT' D)
| ocal authorities are different— they can be turned out, and
t hen perhaps you may get an ignorant lot into office who nmay
do irreparable harmto the househol ders and everybody el se.

HOVSTAD
But what of the education of citizens by self governnent —
don't you attach any inportance to that?

ASLAKSEN
Whien a man has interests of his own to protect, he cannot
t hi nk of everything, M. Hovstad.

HOVSTAD
Then | hope | shall never have interests of ny ow to
protect!

Bl LLI NG
Hear, hear!

ASLAKSEN
(wWwth a smle)
H
(Points to the desk)
M. Sheriff Stensgaard was your predecessor at that editoria
desk.

Bl LLI NG
(spitting)
Bah! That turncoat.
HOVSTAD
| amnot a weathercock — and never will be.
ASLAKSEN

A politician should never be too certain of anything, M.
Hovstad. And as for you, M. Billing, | should think it is
time for you to be taking in a reef or two in your sails,
seeing that you are applying for the post of secretary to the
Bench.

Bl LLI NG
—
HOVSTAD
Are you, Billing?
Bl LLI NG
Wll, yes — but you nust clearly understand I amonly doi ng

it to annoy the bigw gs.
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ASLAKSEN
Anyhow, it is no business of mne. But if | amto be accused
of timdity and of inconsistency in ny principles, this is
what | want to point out: ny political past is an open book.
| have never changed, except perhaps to becone a little nore

noderate, you see. My heart is still with the people; but I
don't deny that ny reason has a certain bias towards the
authorities — the local ones, | nean.

(CGoes into the printing-roomn

Bl LLI NG
Qughtn't we to try and get rid of him Hovstad?

HOVSTAD
Do you know anyone el se who wi ||l advance the noney for our
paper and printing bill?

Bl LLI NG
It is an infernal nuisance that we don't possess sone capital
to trade on.

HOVSTAD
(sitting down at his desk)
Yes, if we only had that, then —

Bl LLI NG
Suppose you were to apply to Dr. Stockmann?

HOVSTAD
(turning over sone papers)
What is the use? He has got not hing.

Bl LLI NG
No, but he has got a warmman in the background, old Mrten
Kiil — "the Badger," as they call him

HOVSTAD

(witing)
Are you so sure he has got anything?

Bl LLI NG
Good Lord, of course he has! And sone of it nust cone to the
St ockmanns. Most probably he will do sonething for the
children, at all events.

HOVSTAD
(turning half round)
Are you counting on that?
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Bl LLI NG
Counting on it? O course | amnot counting on anything.
HOVSTAD
That is right. And | should not count on the secretaryship to
the Bench either, if I were you; for | can assure you — you
won't get it.
Bl LLI NG

Do you think I amnot quite aware of that? My object is
precisely not to get it. Aslight of that kind stimnulates a
man's fighting power — it is like getting a supply of fresh
bile — and | am sure one needs that badly enough in a hol e-
and-corner place like this, where it is so sel dom anyt hi ng
happens to stir one up.

HOVSTAD
(witing)
Quite so, quite so.
Bl LLI NG
Ah, | shall be heard of yet! — Now | shall go and wite the

appeal to the Househol ders' Associ ati on.
(CGoes into the roomon the right)

HOVSTAD
(sitting at his desk, biting his penhol der, says
sl owl y)
HMn — that's it, is it.
(A knock is heard)
Cone in!

(PETRA cones in by the outer door. HOVSTAD gets up)
What, you! — here?

PETRA
Yes, you nust forgive me —

HOVSTAD
(pul'ling a chair forward)
Wn't you sit down?

PETRA
No, thank you; | must go again in a nonent.

HOVSTAD
Have you cone with a nessage fromyour father, by any chance?
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PETRA
No, | have come on nmy own account.
(Takes a book out of her coat pocket)
Here is the English story.

HOVSTAD
Wiy have you brought it back?
PETRA
Because | amnot going to translate it.
HOVSTAD
But you promsed ne faithfully —
PETRA
Yes, but then I had not read it. | don't suppose you have
read it either?
HOVSTAD
No, you know quite well | don't understand English; but —
PETRA

Quite so. That is why | wanted to tell you that you nust find
sonet hi ng el se.

(Lays the book on the table)
You can't use this for the "People's Messenger."

HOVSTAD
Way not ?
PETRA
Because it conflicts wth all your opinions.
HOVSTAD
Ch, for that matter —
PETRA

You don't understand ne. The burden of this story is that
there is a supernatural power that |ooks after the so-called
good people in this world and nakes everythi ng happen for the
best in their case — while all the so-called bad people are
puni shed.

HOVSTAD
Vell, but that is all right. That is just what our readers
want .
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PETRA
And are you going to be the one to give it to thenf For
nyself, | do not believe a word of it. You know quite well

that things do not happen so in reality.

HOVSTAD
You are perfectly right; but an editor cannot always act as
he woul d prefer. He is often obliged to bow to the w shes of
the public in uninportant matters. Politics are the nost

inportant thing in life — for a newspaper, anyway; and if |
want to carry ny public with nme on the path that |leads to
liberty and progress, | nust not frighten themaway. |If they

find a noral tale of this sort in the serial at the bottom of
the page, they will be all the nore ready to read what is
printed above it; they feel nore secure, as it were.

PETRA
For shane! You would never go and set a snare |ike that for
your readers; you are not a spider!

HOVSTAD
(smling)
Thank you for having such a good opinion of me. No; as a
matter of fact that is Billing' s idea and not m ne.
PETRA

Billing' s!

HOVSTAD
Yes; anyway he propounded that theory here one day. And it is
Billing who is so anxious to have that story in the paper; |

don't know anyt hi ng about the book.

PETRA
But how can Billing, with his emanci pated views —

HOVSTAD
Ch, Billing is a many-sided man. He is applying for the post
of secretary to the Bench, too, | hear.

PETRA

| don't believe it, M. Hovstad. How coul d he possibly bring
hi nself to do such a thing?

HOVSTAD
Ah, you nust ask himthat.
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PETRA
| shoul d never have thought it of him

HOVSTAD
(1 ooking nore closely at her)
No? Does it really surprise you so nuch?

PETRA
Yes. O perhaps not altogether. Really, | don't quite know —
HOVSTAD
VW journalists are not nuch worth, M ss Stocknann
PETRA
Do you really nean that?
HOVSTAD
| think so sonetines.
PETRA

Yes, in the ordinary affairs of everyday life, perhaps — I
can understand that. But now, when you have taken a weighty
matter in hand —

HOVSTAD
This matter of your father's, you nean?

PETRA
Exactly. It seens to nme that now you nust feel you are a man
worth nore than nost.

HOVSTAD
Yes, today | do feel sonething of that sort.

PETRA
O course you do, don't you? It is a splendid vocation you
have chosen — to snooth the way for the march of

unappreci ated truths, and new and courageous |ines of
thought. If it were nothing nore than because you stand
fearlessly in the open and take up the cause of an injured
man —

HOVSTAD
Especially when that injured man is — ahem — | don't
rightly know how to —
PETRA

Wien that man is so upright and so honest, you nean?
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HOVSTAD
(more gently)
Especially when he is your father, | neant.
PETRA
(suddenl y checked)
That ?
HOVSTAD
Yes, Petra — M ss Petra.
PETRA
Is it that, that is first and forenost with you? Not the
matter itself? Not the truth? — not ny father's bi g generous
heart ?
HOVSTAD
Certainly — of course — that too.
PETRA

No, thank you; you have betrayed yourself, M. Hovstad, and
now | shall never trust you again in anything.

HOVSTAD
Can you really take it so amss in ne that it is nostly for
your sake — ?

PETRA
What | amangry with you for, is for not having been honest
with ny father. You talked to himas if the truth and the
good of the community were what |ay nearest to your heart.
You have nmade fools of both ny father and ne. You are not the
man you made yourself out to be. And that | shall never
forgive you — never

HOVSTAD
You ought not to speak so bitterly, Mss Petra — | east of
all now.
PETRA
Wiy not now, especially?
HOVSTAD

Because your father cannot do w thout ny help.

PETRA
(1 ooki ng hi mup and down)
Are you that sort of man too? For shane!
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HOVSTAD
No, no, | amnot. This cane upon ne so unexpectedly — you
must believe that.

PETRA

| know what to believe. CGood-bye.

ASLAKSEN
(comng fromthe printing-room hurriedly and with
an air of nystery)
Damati on, Hovstad! —
(Sees PETRA)
Oh, this is ankward —

PETRA
There is the book; you nust give it to soneone el se.
(CGoes towards the door)

HOVSTAD
(follow ng her)
But, Mss Stockmann —
PETRA
Good- bye.
(Goes out)
ASLAKSEN
| say — M. Hovstad —
HOVSTAD
Vell, well! — what is it?
ASLAKSEN
The Mayor is outside in the printing-room
HOVSTAD
The Mayor, did you say?
ASLAKSEN

Yes, he wants to speak to you. He cane in by the back door —
didn't want to be seen, you understand.

HOVSTAD
What can he want? VWait a bit — | will go nyself.
(CGoes to the door of the printing-room opens it,
bows and invites PETER STOCKMANN i n)
Just see, Aslaksen, that no one —
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ASLAKSEN
Quite so.
(CGoes into the printing-roomn

PETER STOCKMANN
You did not expect to see ne here, M. Hovstad?

HOVSTAD
No, | confess | did not.

PETER STOCKVANN
(1 ooki ng round)
You are very snug in here — very nice indeed.

HOVSTAD
oh —

PETER STOCKNVANN
And here | conme, without any notice, to take up your tine!

HOVSTAD
By all nmeans, M. Mayor. | amat your service. But let ne
relieve you of your —
(takes Stockmann's hat and stick and puts themon a
chair)
Wn't you sit down?

PETER STOCKVANN
(sitting down by the table)
Thank you.
(HOVSTAD sits down)
| have had an extrenely annoyi ng experience today, M.
Hovst ad.

HOVSTAD
Real | y? Ah well, | expect with all the various business you
have to attend to —

PETER STOCKNMANN
The Medical O ficer of the Baths is responsible for what
happened t oday.

HOVSTAD
| ndeed? The Doctor?

PETER STOCKNVANN
He has addressed a kind of report to the Baths Commttee on
t he subject of certain supposed defects in the Baths.
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HOVSTAD
Has he i ndeed?

PETER STOCKNVANN
Yes — has he not told you? |I thought he said —

HOVSTAD
Ah, yes — it is true he did nention sonething about —

ASLAKSEN
(comng fromthe printing-room
| ought to have that copy —

HOVSTAD
(angrily)
Aheml — there it is on the desk
ASLAKSEN
(taking it)
Ri ght.

PETER STOCKVANN
But | ook there — that is the thing | was speaking of!

ASLAKSEN
Yes, that is the Doctor's article M. Mayor

HOVSTAD
Oh, is that what you were speaki ng about ?

PETER STOCKVANN
Yes, that is it. What do you think of it?

HOVSTAD
Ch, | amonly a layman — and | have only taken a very
cursory glance at it.

PETER STOCKNMANN
But you are going to print it?

HOVSTAD
| cannot very well refuse a distinguished man —

ASLAKSEN
| have nothing to do with editing the paper, M. Mwyor —

PETER STOCKMANN
| under st and.
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ASLAKSEN
| nmerely print what is put into ny hands.

PETER STOCKNMANN
Quite so.

ASLAKSEN
And so | nust —
(nmoves on towards the printing-room

PETER STOCKNMANN
No, wait a nonent, M. Aslaksen. You will allow ne, M.
Hovst ad?

HOVSTAD
If you please, M. Mayor.

PETER STOCKNVANN
You are a discreet and thoughtful man, M. Asl| aksen.

ASLAKSEN
| amdelighted to hear you think so, sir.

PETER STOCKVANN
And a man of very consi derabl e influence.

ASLAKSEN
Chiefly anong the small tradesnen, sir.

PETER STOCKNVANN
The smal | tax-payers are the majority — here as everywhere
el se.

ASLAKSEN
That is true.

PETER STOCKMANN
And | have no doubt you know the general trend of opinion
anong them don't you?

ASLAKSEN
Yes | think | may say | do, M. Mayor

PETER STOCKNMANN
Yes. Well, since there is such a praise worthy spirit of self-
sacrifice anong the less wealthy citizens of our town —
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ASLAKSEN
What ?

HOVSTAD
Sel f-sacrifice?

PETER STOCKMANN
It is pleasing evidence of a public spirited feeling,
extrenely pleasing evidence. | mght alnost say | hardly
expected it. But you have a cl oser know edge of public
opi nion than 1.

ASLAKSEN
But, M. Mayor —

PETER STOCKNVANN
And indeed it is no small sacrifice that the town is going to
make.

HOVSTAD
The t own?

ASLAKSEN
But | don't understand. Is it the Baths — ?

PETER STOCKNMANN
At a provisional estimate, the alterations that the Medi cal
Oficer asserts to be desirable will cost somewhere about
twenty thousand pounds.

ASLAKSEN
That is a |lot of noney, but —

PETER STOCKNVANN
O course it will be necessary to raise a municipal |oan.

HOVSTAD
(getting up)
Surely you never nean that the town nust pay — ?
ASLAKSEN
Do you nean that it must cone out of the nunicipal funds? —
out of the ill-filled pockets of the small tradesnen?

PETER STOCKNMANN
Vel l, ny dear M. Aslaksen, where else is the noney to come
fronf
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ASLAKSEN
The gentl emen who own the Baths ought to provide that.

PETER STOCKNVANN
The proprietors of the Baths are not in a position to incur
any further expense.

ASLAKSEN
I's that absolutely certain, M. Mayor

PETER STOCKVANN
| have satisfied nyself that it is so. If the town wants
these very extensive alterations, it will have to pay for
t hem

ASLAKSEN
But, hang it all — | beg your pardon — this is quite
another matter, M. Hovstad.

HOVSTAD
It is, indeed.

PETER STOCKVANN
The nost fatal part of it is that we shall be obliged to shut
the Baths for a couple of years.

HOVSTAD
Shut thenf? Shut them al t oget her?

ASLAKSEN
For two years?

PETER STOCKNMANN
Yes, the work will take as long as that — at | east.

ASLAKSEN
|"mhanged if we will stand that, M. Mayor! What are we
househol ders to live upon in the neantine?

PETER STOCKNVANN
Unfortunately that is an extrenely difficult question to
answer, M. Aslaksen. But what woul d you have us do? Do you
suppose we shall have a single visitor in the tow, if we go
about proclaimng that our water is polluted, that we are
living over a plague spot, that the entire town —

ASLAKSEN
And the whole thing is nerely inmagination?



AN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE 77

PETER STOCKMANN
Wth the best will in the world, | have not been able to cone
to any ot her concl usion.

ASLAKSEN
Vell then | nust say it is absolutely unjustifiable of Dr.
St ockmann — | beg your pardon, M. Myor —

PETER STOCKNMANN
What you say is lamentably true, M. Aslaksen. My brother has
unfortunately always been a head strong nan.

ASLAKSEN
After this, do you nean to give himyour support, M.
Hovst ad?

HOVSTAD
Can you suppose for a nonent that | — ?

PETER STOCKNMANN
| have drawn up a short resune of the situation as it appears
froma reasonable man's point of view In it |I have indicated
how certai n possi ble defects mght suitably be renedied
wi t hout out-running the resources of the Baths Committee.

HOVSTAD
Have you got it with you, M. Mayor.

PETER STOCKVANN
(funmbling in his pocket)
Yes, | brought it with nme in case you should —

ASLAKSEN
Good Lord, there he is!

PETER STOCKNVANN
Who? My Dbrother?

HOVSTAD
Wher e? \Wher e?

ASLAKSEN
He has just gone through the printing-room

PETER STOCKNMANN
How unl ucky! | don't want to neet himhere, and | had still
several things to speak to you about.
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HOVSTAD
(pointing to the door on the right)
Go in there for the present.

PETER STOCKMANN

But — ?
HOVSTAD
You will only find Billing in there.
ASLAKSEN

Qui ck, quick, M. Mayor — he is just com ng.

PETER STOCKNMANN
Yes, very well; but see that you get rid of himquickly.
(Goes out through the door on the right, which
ASLAKSEN opens for himand shuts after him

HOVSTAD
Pretend to be doi ng sonet hing, Asl aksen.
(Sits down and wites. ASLAKSEN begi ns foraging
anong a heap of newspapers that are lying on a
chair)

DR STOCKMANN
(comng in fromthe printing-room
Here | am agai n.
(Puts down his hat and stick)

HOVSTAD
(witing)
Al ready, Doctor? Hurry up with what we were speaki ng about,
Asl aksen. W are very pressed for tine today.

DR STOCKMANN
(to ASLAKSEN)
No proof for nme to see yet, | hear.

ASLAKSEN
(w thout turning round)
You coul dn't expect it yet, Doctor.

DR STOCKMANN

No. no: but | aminpatient, as you can understand. | shal
not know a nonment's peace of mnd till | see it in print.
HOVSTAD

HMn — It will take a good while yet, won't it, Aslaksen?
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ASLAKSEN
Yes, | amalnost afraid it will.

DR STOCKMANN

Al right, ny dear friends; | will cone back. I do not mnd
com ng back twice if necessary. A matter of such great
i nportance — the welfare of the town at stake — it is no

time to shirk trouble.
(I's just going, but stops and cones back)

Look here — there is one thing nore | want to speak to you
about .

HOVSTAD
Excuse nme, but could it not wait till sonme other tine?

DR STOCKMANN
| can tell you in half a dozen words. It is only this. Wen
nmy article is read tonorrow and it is realised that | have
been quietly working the whole winter for the welfare of the
town —

HOVSTAD
Yes but, Doctor —

DR STOCKMANN
| know what you are going to say. You don't see how on earth

it was any nore than ny duty — ny obvious duty as a citizen.
O course it wasn't; | know that as well as you. But ny
fellow citizens, you know — ! Good Lord, think of all the

good souls who think so highly of ne — !

ASLAKSEN
Yes, our townsfol k have had a very high opinion of you so
far, Doctor.

DR STOCKNMANN
Yes, and that is just why | amafraid they — . Wll, this is
the point; when this reaches them especially the poorer
cl asses, and sounds in their ears like a summons to take the
town's affairs into their own hands for the future —

HOVSTAD

(getting up)
Ahem Doctor, | won't conceal fromyou the fact —
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DR STOCKMANN
Ah! — | knew there was sonething in the wind! But I won't
hear a word of it. If anything of that sort is being set on
foot —

HOVSTAD
O what sort?

DR STOCKMANN

Vel |, whatever it is — whether it is a denonstration in ny
honour, or a banquet, or a subscription list for sone
presentation to ne — whatever it is, you nost prom se ne

solemmly and faithfully to put a stop to it. You too, M.
Asl| aksen; do you understand?

HOVSTAD
You nust forgive nme, Doctor, but sooner or later we nust tel
you the plain truth —
(He is interrupted by the entrance of MRS.
STOCKMANN, who cones in fromthe street door)

MRS. STOCKMANN
(seei ng her husband)
Just as | thought!

HOVSTAD
(goi ng towards her)
You too, Ms. Stockmann?

DR STOCKMANN
What on earth do you want here, Katherine?

MRS. STOCKMANN
| should think you know very well what | want.

HOVSTAD
Wwn't you sit down? O perhaps —

MRS. STOCKMANN
No, thank you; don't trouble. And you nust not be offended at
ny comng to fetch ny husband; | amthe nother of three
children, you know.

DR STOCKMANN
Nonsense! — we know al|l about that.
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VRS. STOCKVANN

Vel |, one would not give you credit for much thought for your
wife and children today; if you had had that, you woul d not
have gone and dragged us all into m sfortune.

DR STOCKMANN
Are you out of your senses, Katherine! Because a man has a
wife and children, is he not to be allowed to proclaimthe
truth — is he not to be allowed to be an actively useful
citizen — is he not to be allowed to do a service to his
native town!

MRS. STOCKNMANN
Yes, Thonas — i n reason.

ASLAKSEN
Just what | say. Mderation in everything.

MRS. STOCKVANN
And that is why you wong us, M. Hovstad, in enticing ny
husband away from his hone and maki ng a dupe of himin al
this.

HOVSTAD
| certainly am nmaki ng a dupe of no one —

DR STOCKMANN
Maki ng a dupe of nme! Do you suppose | should allow nyself to
be duped!

MRS. STOCKMANN
It is just what you do. | know quite well you have nore
brai ns than anyone in the town, but you are extrenely easily
duped, Thonas.
(To HOVSTAD)
Pl ease to realise that he | oses his post at the Baths if you
print what he has witten —

ASLAKSEN
VWhat !

HOVSTAD
Look here, Doctor —

DR STOCKMANN
(1 aughi ng)
Ha — ha! — just let themtry! No, no — they will take good
( MORE)
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DR STOCKMANN ( CONT' D)
care not to. | have got the conpact majority behind ne, |et
me tell you

MRS. STOCKMANN
Yes, that is just the worst of it — your having any such
horrid thing behind you.

DR STOCKMANN

Rubbi sh, Katherine! — Go hone and | ook after your house and
| eave me to | ook after the comunity. How can you be so
afraid, when | amso confident and happy?

(Wal ks up and down, rubbing his hands)
Truth and the People will win the fight, you may be certain!
| see the whole of the broad-m nded m ddl e cl ass marchi ng
like a victorious arny — !

(Stops beside a chair)
What the deuce is that lying there?

ASLAKSEN
Good Lord!

HOVSTAD
Ahem

DR STOCKMANN
Here we have the topnost pinnacle of authority!
(Takes the Mayor's official hat carefully between
his finger-tips and holds it up in the air)

MRS. STOCKMANN
The Mayor's hat!

DR STOCKMANN
And here is the staff of office too. How in the name of al
that's wonderful — ?

HOVSTAD
Vel l, you see —
DR STOCKMANN
Ch. | understand. He has been here trying to talk you over.
Ha — ha! — he nade rather a m stake there! And as soon as

he caught sight of ne in the printing-room— .
(Bursts out | aughi ng)
Dd he run away, M. Asl aksen?

ASLAKSEN
(hurriedly)
Yes, he ran away, Doctor.
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DR STOCKMANN

Ran away without his stick or his — . Fiddlestick! Peter
doesn't run away and | eave his bel ongi ngs behind him But
what the deuce have you done with hin? Ah!l — in there of

course. Now you shall see, Katherine!

MRS. STOCKMANN
Thomas — pl ease don't — !

ASLAKSEN
Don't be rash. Doctor

DR STOCKMANN has put on the Mayor's hat and taken
his stick in his hand. He goes up to the door,
opens it, and stands with his hand to his hat at
the salute. PETER STOCKMANN cones in, red with
anger. BILLING follows him

PETER STOCKMANN
What does this tonfool ery nean?

DR STOCKMANN
Be respectful, nmy good Peter. I amthe chief authority in the
t own now.
(Wal ks up and down)

MRS. STOCKMANN
(al most in tears)
Real |y, Thonas!

PETER STOCKMANN
(follow ng himabout)
A ve ne ny hat and stick.

DR STOCKMANN
(in the sane tone as before)
I f you are chief constable, let ne tell you that | amthe
Mayor — | amthe nmaster of the whole town, please
under st and!

PETER STOCKVANN
Take off ny hat, | tell you. Renenber it is part of an
of ficial uniform

DR STOCKMANN
Pooh! Do you think the newly awakened |ion-hearted people are
going to be frightened by an official hat? There is going to
be a revolution in the town tonorrow, let nme tell you. You

( MCRE)
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DR STOCKMANN ( CONT' D)
t hought you could turn ne out; but now | shall turn you out
— turn you out of all your various offices. Do you think I
cannot? Listen to ne. | have triunphant social forces behind
me. Hovstad and Billing will thunder in the "People's
Messenger," and Asl aksen will take the field at the head of
t he whol e Househol ders' Associ ati on —

ASLAKSEN
That | won't. Doctor.

DR STOCKMANN
O course you wll —

PETER STOCKNVANN
Ah! — may | ask then if M. Hovstad intends to join this
agitation.

HOVSTAD
No, M. Mayor.

ASLAKSEN
No, M. Hovstad is not such a fool as to go and ruin his
paper and hinself for the sake of an inmaginary grievance.

DR STOCKMANN
(1 ooking round him
What does this nean?

HOVSTAD
You have represented your case in a false light, Doctor, and
therefore | amunable to give you ny support.

Bl LLI NG
And after what the Mayor was so kind as to tell me just now,

DR STOCKMANN
A false light! Leave that part of it to nme. Only print ny

article; I amquite capable of defending it.
HOVSTAD
| amnot going to print it. |I cannot and will not and dare

not print it.

DR STOCKNMANN
You dare not? What nonsense! — you are the editor; and an
editor controls his paper, | suppose!
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ASLAKSEN
No, it is the subscribers, Doctor.

PETER STOCKNVANN
Fortunately, yes.

ASLAKSEN
It is public opinion — the enlightened public —
househol ders and peopl e of that kind; they control the news
papers.

DR STOCKMANN
(conposedl y)
And | have all these influences agai nst ne?

ASLAKSEN
Yes, you have. It would nean the absolute ruin of the
conmunity if your article were to appear.

DR STOCKMANN
| ndeed.

PETER STOCKVANN
M/ hat and stick, if you please.
(DR STOCKMANN takes off the hat and lays it on the
table with the stick. PETER STOCKMANN t akes them

up)
Your authority as mayor has come to an untinely end.

DR STOCKMANN
W have not got to the end yet.
(To HOVSTAD)
Then it is quite inpossible for you to print ny article in
the "Peopl e's Messenger"?

HOVSTAD
Quite inpossible — out of regard for your famly as well.

MRS. STOCKMANN
You need not concern yourself about his famly, thank you,
M. Hovst ad.

PETER STOCKNMANN
(taking a paper from his pocket)
It wll be sufficient, for the guidance of the public, if
this appears. It is an official statenent. May | trouble you?
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HOVSTAD
(taki ng the paper)
Certainly; I will see that it is printed.

DR STOCKMANN
But not mne. Do you inagine that you can silence nme and
stifle the truth! You will not find it so easy as you
suppose. M. Asl aksen, kindly take ny manuscript at once and

print it as a panphlet — at ny expense. | wll have four
hundred copies — no, five — six hundred.

ASLAKSEN
If you offered ne its weight in gold, |I could not |end ny

press for any such purpose, Doctor. It would be flying in the
face of public opinion. You will not get it printed anywhere
in the town.

DR STOCKMANN
Then give it back to ne.

HOVSTAD
(giving himthe manuscript)
Here it is.

DR STOCKMANN
(taking his hat and stick)
It shall be nmade public all the sanme. | w
mass neeting of the townspeople. Al ny fe
hear the voice of truth!

Il read it out at a
[lowcitizens shall
PETER STOCKNMANN

You will not find any public body in the tow that will give
you the use of their hall for such a purpose.

ASLAKSEN
Not a single one, | amcertain.

Bl LLI NG
No, I'mhanged if you will find one.

MRS. STOCKMANN
But this is too shaneful! Wy shoul d every one turn agai nst
you like that?

DR STOCKMANN
(angrily)
| will tell you why. It is because all the men in this town

( MORE)
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DR STOCKMANN ( CONT' D)
are old wonen — like you; they all think of nothing but
their famlies, and never of the comunity.

MRS. STOCKMANN
(putting her arminto his)
Then I will show themthat an — an old woman can be a man
for once. | amgoing to stand by you Thonmas!

DR STOCKNMANN
Bravely said, Katherine! It shall be nmade public — as | ama
l[iving soul! If | can't hire a hall, | shall hire a drum and
parade the town with it and read it at every street-corner.

PETER STOCKNVANN
You are surely not such an arrant fool as that!

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, | am

ASLAKSEN
You won't find a single man in the whole town to go with you

Bl LLI NG
No, |'m hanged if you wll.

MRS. STOCKNVANN
Don't give in, Thomas. | will tell the boys to go with you.

DR STOCKMANN
That is a splendid idea!

MRS. STOCKMANN
Morten will be delighted; and Elif will do whatever he does.

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, and Petra! — and you too, Katherine!

MRS. STOCKMANN
No, | won't do that; but | will stand at the w ndow and wat ch
you, that's what | wll do.

DR STOCKMANN
(puts his arms round her and ki sses her)
Thank you, ny dear! Now you and | are going to try a fall, ny
fine gentlenmen! | amgoing to see whether a pack of cowards
can succeed in gagging a patriot who wants to purify society!
(He and his wife go out by the street door)
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PETER STOCKMANN
(shaki ng his head seriously)
Now he has sent her out of her senses, too.

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWD

SCENE 1

A big old-fashioned roomin Captain Horster's
house. At the back fol ding-doors, which are
standi ng open, lead to an ante-room Three w ndows
in the left-hand wall. In the mddle of the
opposite wall a platformhas been erected. On this
is asnmll table with two candles, a water-bottle
and glass, and a bell. The roomis lit by |anps

pl aced between the windows. In the foreground on
the left there is a table with candles and a chair.
To the right is a door and sone chairs standi ng
near it. The roomis nearly filled with a crowd of
t ownspeopl e of all sorts, a few wonen and

school boys bei ng anongst them People are still
streamng in fromthe back, and the roomis soon
filled.

1ST A Tl ZEN
(nmeeting anot her)
Hul | o, Lanstad! You here too?

2ND C Tl ZEN
| go to every public neeting, | do.

3RD C TI ZEN
Brought your whistle too, | expect!

2ND C Tl ZEN

| should think so. Haven't you?

3RD C Tl ZEN
Rat her! And ol d Evensen said he was going to bring a cow
horn, he did.

2ND C Tl ZEN
Good ol d Evensen!

Laught er anong the crowd.
4TH A Tl ZEN

(comng up to them
| say, tell ne what is going on here tonight.
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2ND C Tl ZEN
Dr. Stockmann is going to deliver an address attacking the
Mayor .

4TH C Tl ZEN
But the Mayor is his brother.

1ST A Tl ZEN
That doesn't matter; Dr. Stockmann's not the chap to be
afraid.

3RD C Tl ZEN
But he is in the wong; it said so in the "People's
Messenger . "

2ND Cl Tl ZEN
Yes, | expect he nmust be in the wong this tine, because
nei t her the Househol ders' Association nor the Gtizens' dub
would lend himtheir hall for his neeting.

1ST A Tl ZEN
He couldn't even get the |loan of the hall at the Baths.

2ND C Tl ZEN
No, | should think not.

A MAN I N ANOTHER PART OF THE CROAD
| say — who are we to back up in this?

ANOTHER MAN, BESIDE H M
Wat ch Asl aksen, and do as he does.

Bl LLI NG
(pushing his way through the crowd, with a witing-
case under his arm
Excuse ne, gentlemen — do you mnd letting ne through? I am
reporting for the "People' s Messenger." Thank you very nuch!
(He sits down at the table on the left)

A WORKMAN
Who was that?

SECOND WORKVAN
Don't you know hin? It's Billing, who wites for Aslaksen's
paper .
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CAPTAI N HORSTER brings in MRS. STOCKMANN and PETRA
t hrough the door on the right. EJLIF and MORTEN
follow themin.

HORSTER
| thought you mght all sit here; you can slip out easily
fromhere, if things get too lively.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Do you think there will be a disturbance?

HORSTER
One can never tell — with such a crowd. But sit down, and
don't be uneasy.

MRS. STOCKMANN
(sitting down)
It was extrenely kind of you to offer ny husband the room

HORSTER
Vll, if nobody el se would —

PETRA
(who has sat down besi de her nother)
And it was a plucky thing to do, Captain Horster

HORSTER
Oh, it is not such a great matter as all that.

HOVSTAD and ASLAKSEN rmake their way through the
crowd.

ASLAKSEN
(goi ng up to HORSTER)
Has the Doctor not cone yet?

HORSTER
He is waiting in the next room

Movenent in the crowd by the door at the back

HOVSTAD
Look — here cones the Mayor!

Bl LLI NG
Yes, |I'mhanged if he hasn't cone after all!
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PETER STOCKMANN nakes his way gradual |y through the
crowd, bows courteously, and takes up a position by
the wall on the left. Shortly afterwards DR
STOCKMANN cones in by the right-hand door. He is
dressed in a black frock-coat, with a white tie.
There is a little feeble appl ause, which is hushed
down. Silence is obtained.

DR STOCKNMANN
(i n an undertone)
How do you feel Katherine?

MRS. STOCKMANN
Al'l right, thank you
(Lowering her voice)
Be sure not to | ose your tenper, Thonas.

DR STOCKMANN

Ch, | know how to control nyself.
(Looks at his watch, steps on to the platform and
bows)

It is a quarter past — so | w Il begin.

(Takes his manuscript out of his pocket)

ASLAKSEN
| think we ought to elect a chairman first.

DR STOCKMANN
No, it is quite unnecessary.

SOME OF THE CROWD
Yes — yes!

PETER STOCKNVANN
| certainly think too that we ought to have a chairman

DR STOCKMANN
But I have called this neeting to deliver a lecture, Peter.

PETER STOCKNVANN
Dr. Stockmann's |l ecture may possibly |lead to a considerable
conflict of opinion.

VA CES IN THE CROND
A chai rman! A chairman
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HOVSTAD
The general w sh of the neeting seens to be that a chairman
shoul d be el ect ed.

DR STOCKMANN
(restraining hinself)
Very well — let the neeting have its way.

ASLAKSEN
WIl the Mayor be good enough to undertake the task?

THREE MEN
(cl appi ng their hands)
Bravo! Bravo!

PETER STOCKVANN

For various reasons, which you will easily understand, | nust
beg to be excused. But fortunately we have anbngst us a man
who | think will be acceptable to you all. | refer to the

Presi dent of the Househol ders' Associ ation, M. Asl aksen!

SEVERAL VA CES
Yes — Asl aksen! Bravo Asl aksen!

DR STOCKMANN t akes up his manuscript and wal ks up
and down the platform

ASLAKSEN
Since ny fellowcitizens choose to entrust ne with this duty,
| cannot refuse.
(Loud appl ause. ASLAKSEN nmounts the platforn

Bl LLI NG
(writing)
"M . Asl|laksen was el ected with enthusiasm"”
ASLAKSEN
And now, as | amin this position, | should like to say a few
brief words. I ama quiet and peaceabl e man, who believes in
di screet noderation, and — and — in noderate discretion.

Al ny friends can bear witness to that.

SEVERAL VA CES
That's right! That's right, Aslaksen!
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ASLAKSEN
| have learnt in the school of |ife and experience that
noderation is the nost valuable virtue a citizen can possess

PETER STOCKNMANN
Hear, hear!

ASLAKSEN
— And noreover that discretion and noderation are what
enable a man to be of nost service to the comunity. — |
woul d therefore suggest to our esteened fellow citizen, who
has called this neeting, that he should strive to keep
strictly within the bounds of noderation.

A MAN BY THE DOOR
Three cheers for the Mderation Society!

A VO CE
Shane!

SEVERAL VA CES
Sht — Sh!

ASLAKSEN
No interruptions, gentlenen, please! Does anyone wi sh to nmake
any remar ks?

PETER STOCKMANN
M . Chair man.

ASLAKSEN
The Mayor will address the neeting.

PETER STOCKVANN
In consideration of the close relationship in which, as you
all know, | stand to the present Medical Oficer of the
Bat hs, | should have preferred not to speak this evening. But
ny official position wwth regard to the Baths and ny
solicitude for the vital interests of the town conpel ne to
bring forward a notion. | venture to presune that there is
not a single one of our citizens present who considers it
desirabl e that unreliable and exaggerated accounts of the
sanitary condition of the Baths and the town shoul d be spread
abr oad.

SEVERAL VA CES
No, no! Certainly not! W protest against it!
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PETER STOCKMANN
Therefore | should |like to propose that the neeting should
not permt the Medical O ficer either to read or to coment
on his proposed | ecture.

DR STOCKMANN

(i npatiently)
Not permt — ! What the devil — !

MRS. STOCKMANN
(coughi ng)
Ahem — ahenm

DR STOCKNMANN
(col I ecting hinself)
Very well. Go ahead!

PETER STOCKNVANN
In my comunication to the "People's Messenger,"” | have put
the essential facts before the public in such a way that
every fair-mnded citizen can easily formhis own opinion.
Fromit you will see that the main result of the Medica
Oficer's proposals — apart fromtheir constituting a vote
of censure on the | eading nen of the town — would be to
saddl e the ratepayers with an unnecessary expenditure of at
| east sone thousands of pounds.

Sounds of di sapproval anong the audi ence, and sone

cat-calls.
ASLAKSEN

(ringing his bell)
Sil ence, please, gentlenen! | beg to support the Mayor's
notion. | quite agree with himthat there is sonething behind
this agitation started by the Doctor. He tal ks about the
Baths; but it is a revolution he is aimng at — he wants to
get the admnistration of the town put into new hands. No one
doubts the honesty of the Doctor's intentions — no one wl |

suggest that there can be any two opinions as to that. |
nyself ama believer in self governnent for the people,
provided it does not fall too heavily on the ratepayers. But
that would be the case here; and that is why | will see Dr.

St ockmann dammed — | beg your pardon — before | go with him
inthe matter. You can pay too dearly for a thing sonetines;
that is nmy opinion.

Loud appl ause on all sides.
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HOVSTAD
|, too, feel called upon to explain ny position. Dr.
Stockmann's agitation appeared to be gaining a certain anount
of synmpathy at first, so | supported it as inpartially as I
could. But presently we had reason to suspect that we had
al | owed ourselves to be msled by msrepresentation of the
state of affairs —

DR STOCKMANN
M srepresentation — !

HOVSTAD
Vell, let us say a not entirely trustworthy representation.
The Mayor's statenent has proved that. | hope no one here has

any doubt as to ny liberal principles; the attitude of the
"Peopl e's Messenger” towards inportant political questions is
well known to every one. But the advice of experienced and

t hought ful men has convinced nme that in purely local matters
a newspaper ought to proceed with a certain caution.

ASLAKSEN
| entirely agree with the speaker.

HOVSTAD
And, in the matter before us, it is now an undoubted fact
that Dr. Stockmann has public opinion against him Now what
is an editor's first and nost obvious duty, gentlenen? Is it
not to work in harmony with his readers? Has he not received
a sort of tacit mandate to work persistently and assi duously
for the welfare of those whose opinions he represents? O is
it possible | ammstaken in that?

VA CES FROM THE CROND
No, no! You are quite right!

HOVSTAD
It has cost ne a severe struggle to break with a man i n whose
house | have been lately a frequent guest — a man who till
today has been able to pride hinself on the undivi ded
goodwi Il of his fellowcitizens — a man whose only, or at
all events whose essential failing, is that he is swayed by
his heart rather than his head.

A FEW SCATTERED VA CES
That is true! Bravo, Stockmann
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HOVSTAD
But ny duty to the community obliged ne to break with him
And there is another consideration that inpels ne to oppose
him and, as far as possible, to arrest himon the peril ous
course he has adopted; that is, consideration for his famly

DR STOCKMANN
Pl ease stick to the water-supply and drai nage!

HOVSTAD
— consideration, | repeat, for his wife and his children for
whom he has made no provi sion.

MORTEN
| s that us, nother?

MRS. STOCKMANN
Hush!

ASLAKSEN
| will now put the Mayor's proposition to the vote.

DR STOCKMANN
There is no necessity! Tonight | have no intention of dealing
with all that filth down at the Baths. No; | have sonething
quite different to say to you.

PETER STOCKVANN
(asi de)
What is com ng now?

A DRUNKEN MAN
(by the entrance door)
| ama rate payer! And therefore | have a right to speak too!
And ny entire — firm—— inconceivable opinionis —

A NUMBER OF VA CES
Be quiet, at the back there!

OTHERS
He is drunk! Turn hi mout!
(They turn himout)

DR STOCKMANN
Am | allowed to speak?
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ASLAKSEN
(ringing his bell)
Dr. Stockmann will address the neeting.

DR STOCKMANN
| should |ike to have seen anyone, a few days ago, dare to

attenpt to silence ne as has been done tonight! | would have
defended ny sacred rights as a man, like a lion! But nowit
is all one to nme; | have sonething of even weightier

i nportance to say to you.

The crowd presses nearer to him MORTEN KI I L
conspi cuous anong t hem

DR STOCKMANN
(conti nui ng)
| have thought and pondered a great deal, these |ast few days
— pondered over such a variety of things that in the end ny
head seened too full to hold them —

PETER STOCKNMANN
(with a cough)
Ahemn

DR STOCKMANN

— but | got themclear in ny mnd at last, and then | saw
the whole situation lucidly. And that is why I am standi ng
here tonight. | have a great revelation to nmake to you, ny
fellowcitizens! I will inpart to you a discovery of a far

wi der scope than the trifling matter that our water-supply is
poi soned and our nedicinal Baths are standing on pestiferous
soil .

A NUMBER OF VA CES
(shout i ng)
Don't tal k about the Baths! W won't hear you! None of that!

DR STOCKNMANN
| have already told you that what | want to speak about is
the great discovery | have nade |lately — the discovery that
all the sources of our noral |ife are poi soned and that the
whol e fabric of our civic conmunity is founded on the
pestiferous soil of fal sehood.

VA CES OF DI SCONCERTED Cl Tl ZENS
What is that he says?
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PETER STOCKMANN
Such an insinuation — !

ASLAKSEN
(with his hand on his bell)
| call upon the speaker to noderate his | anguage.

DR STOCKMANN

| have always | oved ny native town as a nman only can |ove the
home of his youthful days. | was not old when I went away
fromhere; and exile, longing and nenories cast as it were an
additional halo over both the town and its inhabitants.

(Sone cl appi ng and appl ause)
And there | stayed, for many years, in a horrible hole far
away up north. Wien | canme into contact with sonme of the
peopl e that |ived scattered about anong the rocks, | often
t hought it would of been nore service to the poor half
starved creatures if a veterinary doctor had been sent up
there, instead of a man |ike ne.

Mur murs anong t he crowd.

Bl LLI NG
(layi ng down his pen)
" mhanged if | have ever heard — !

HOVSTAD
It is an insult to a respectabl e popul ati on!

DR STOCKMANN
Wait a bit! | do not think anyone will charge ne with having
forgotten ny native town up there. I was |ike one of the
ei der-ducks brooding on its nest, and what | hatched was —
the plans for these Baths.
(Appl ause and protests)
And then when fate at |ast decreed for ne the great happiness

of comng honme again — | assure you, gentlenen, | thought I
had nothing nore in the world to wish for. O rather, there
was one thing | wished for — eagerly, untiringly, ardently

— and that was to be able to be of service to ny native town
and the good of the community.

PETER STOCKNVANN
(1 ooking at the ceiling)
You chose a strange way of doing it — ahemnl
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DR STOCKMANN

And so, with ny eyes blinded to the real facts, | revelled in
happi ness. But yesterday norning — no, to be precise, it was
yesterday afternoon — the eyes of ny mnd were opened wi de,

and the first thing | realised was the col ossal stupidity of
the authorities — .

Uproar, shouts and |aughter. MRS. STOCKMANN coughs
persistently.

PETER STOCKMANN
M . Chair man!

ASLAKSEN
(ringing his bell)
By virtue of ny authority — !

DR STOCKMANN
It is a pretty thing to catch ne up on a word, M. Asl|aksen
What | nean is only that | got scent of the unbelievable
pi ggi shness our | eading men had been responsible for down at
the Baths. | can't stand | eading nen at any price!l — | have
had enough of such people in ny tinme. They are like billy-
goats in a young plantation; they do m schief everywhere.
They stand in a free man's way, whichever way he turns, and
what | should |ike best would be to see them exterm nated
i ke any other vermn — .

Upr oar .

PETER STOCKNVANN
M. Chairman, can we allow such expressions to pass?

ASLAKSEN
(with his hand on his bell)
Doctor — !

DR STOCKMANN
| cannot understand how it is that | have only now acquired a
dear conception of what these gentry are, when | had al nost
daily before ny eyes in this town such an excell ent specinen
of them — ny brother Peter — sloww tted and hide-bound in
prejudice — .

Laught er, uproar and hisses. MRS. STOCKVANN sits
coughi ng assi duously. ASLAKSEN rings his bel
violently.
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THE DRUNKEN MAN
(who has got in again)
Is it ne he is tal king about? My nane's Petersen, all right
— but devil take me if | —

ANGRY VA CES
Turn out that drunken man! Turn hi m out.

He is turned out again.

PETER STOCKMANN
Who was that person?

1ST C Tl ZEN
| don't know who he is, M. Mayor.

2ND A Tl ZEN
He doesn't bel ong here.

3RD C Tl ZEN

| expect he is a navvy fromover at —
(the rest is inaudible)

ASLAKSEN
He had obviously had too nuch beer. — Proceed, Doctor; but
pl ease strive to be noderate in your | anguage.

DR STOCKMANN
Very well, gentlenen, | will say no nore about our | eading
men. And if anyone imagi nes, fromwhat | have just said, that
nmy object is to attack these people this evening, he is wong
— absolutely wide of the mark. For | cherish the conforting
conviction that these parasites — all these venerable relics
of a dying school of thought — are nost admrably paving the
way for their own extinction; they need no doctor's help to
hasten their end. Nor is it folk of that kind who constitute
t he nost pressing danger to the community. It is not they who
are nost instrunental in poisoning the sources of our noral
[ife and infecting the ground on which we stand. It is not
t hey who are the nost dangerous enemes of truth and freedom
anongst us.

SHOUTS FROM ALL SI DES
Wio then! Whio is it? Nane! Nane!

DR STOCKMANN
You may depend upon it | shall nanme them That is precisely
the great discovery | made yesterday.

( MCRE)
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DR STOCKMANN ( CONT' D)
(Rai ses hi s voice)
The nost dangerous eneny of truth and freedom anongst us is
the conpact majority — yes, the hanged conpact Li beral
majority — that is it! Now you know

Trenmendous uproar. Mst of the crowd are shouti ng,

stanpi ng and hi ssing. Sonme of the ol der nen anong

t hem exchange stol en gl ances and seemto be

enj oyi ng thensel ves. MRS. STOCKMANN gets up

| ooki ng anxi ous. EJLIF and MORTEN advance

t hreat eni ngly upon sone school boys who are pl ayi ng
pranks. ASLAKSEN rings his bell and begs for

sil ence. HOVSTAD and BILLING both tal k at once, but
are inaudible. At last quiet is restored.

ASLAKSEN
As chairman, | call upon the speaker to withdraw the ill-
consi dered expressions he has just used.

DR STOCKMANN
Never, M. Aslaksen! It is the mgjority in our comunity that
denies ne ny freedom and seeks to prevent ny speaking the
truth.

HOVSTAD
The majority always has right on its side.

Bl LLI NG
And truth too, by Cod!

DR STOCKMANN

The majority never has right on its side. Never, | say! That
is one of these social |ies against which an i ndependent,
intelligent man nust wage war. Who is it that constitute the
majority of the population in a country? Is it the clever
folk or the stupid? I don't imagine you will dispute the fact
that at present the stupid people are in an absolutely
overwhel mng majority all the world over. But, good Lord! —
you can never pretend that it is right that the stupid fol k
shoul d govern the cl ever ones!

(Uproar and cries)

Ch, yes — you can shout nme down, | know but you cannot
answer ne. The nmajority has mght on its side —
unfortunately; but right it has not. I amin the right — |

and a few other scattered individuals. The mnority is always
in the right.

Renewed upr oar
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HOVSTAD
Aha! — so Dr. Stockmann has becone an aristocrat since the
day before yesterday!

DR STOCKMANN
| have already said that | don't intend to waste a word on
t he puny, narrow chested short-w nded crew whom we are
| eaving astern. Pulsating life no |longer concerns itself with
them | amthinking of the few, the scattered few anongst us,
who have absorbed new and vigorous truths. Such nmen stand, as
it were, at the outposts, so far ahead that the conpact
maj ority has not yet been able to conme up with them and
there they are fighting for truths that are too new y-born
into the world of consciousness to have any consi derabl e
nunber of people on their side as yet.

HOVSTAD
So the Doctor is a revolutionary now

DR STOCKMANN

Good heavens — of course | am M. Hovstad! | propose to
raise a revolution against the lie that the majority has the
nmonopoly on the truth. What sort of truths are they that the
maj ority usually supports? They are truths that are of such
advanced age that they are beginning to break up. And if a
truth is as old as that, it is alsoin a fair way to becone a
lie, gentlenen.

(Laughter and nocking cries)
Yes, believe ne or not, as you like; but truths are by no
nmeans as long-lived at Methusel ah — as sone fol ks i nagi ne. A
normal ly constituted truth lives, let us say, as arule
seventeen or eighteen, or at nost twenty years; seldom
| onger. But truths as aged as that are al ways worn
frightfully thin, and nevertheless it is only then that the
maj ority recogni zes them and recommends themto the community
as whol esone noral nourishnent. There is no great nutritive

value in that sort of fare, | can assure you, and, as a
doctor | ought to know. These "majority truths" are |ike |ast
year's cured neat — like rancid, tainted ham and they are

the origin of the noral scurvy that is ranmpant in our
conmuni ti es.

ASLAKSEN
It appears to ne that the speaker is wandering a | ong way
fromhis subject.

PETER STOCKMANN
| quite agree with the Chairnan
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DR STOCKMANN
Have you gone clean out of your senses, Peter? | am sticking
as closely to ny subject as | can; for ny subject is

precisely this, that it is the nasses, the magjority — this
i nfernal conpact majority — that poisons the sources of our
noral life and infects the ground we stand on.

HOVSTAD

And all this because the great, broad-m nded nmajority of the
peopl e i s prudent enough to show deference only to well -
ascertai ned and wel | -approved truths?

DR STOCKMANN
Ah, ny good M. Hovstad, don't talk nonsense about well -
ascertained truths! The truths of which the nasses now
approve are the very truths that the fighters at the outposts
held to in the days of our grandfathers. W fighters at the
out posts nowadays no | onger approve of them and | do not
believe there is any other well-ascertained truth except
this, that no coomunity can live a healthy life if it is
nouri shed only on such old marrow ess truths.

HOVSTAD
But instead of standing there using vague generalities, it
woul d be interesting if you would tell us what these old
marrowl ess truths are, that we are nourished on.

Appl ause from many quarters.

DR STOCKMANN
Ch, | could give you a whole string of such abom nations; but
to begin with I will confine nyself to one well-approved
truth, which at bottomis a foul lie, but upon which
neverthel ess M. Hovstad and the "People's Messenger” and al
t he "Messenger's" supporters are nourished.

HOVSTAD
And that is — ?

DR STOCKMANN
That is, the doctrine you have inherited from your

forefathers and procl ai mthoughtlessly far and wi de — the
doctrine that the public, the crowd, the nasses, are the
essential part of the population — that they constitute the
Peopl e — that the common fol k, the ignorant and i nconpl ete

element in the community, have the sane right to pronounce
judgnment and to approve, to direct and to govern, as the
isolated, intellectually superior personalities init.
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Bl LLI NG
VWll, hang ne if ever | —

HOVSTAD
(at the sane tinme, shouting out)
Fellowcitizens, take good note of that!

A NUMBER OF VA CES
(angrily)
Cho! — we are not the People! Only the superior folk are to
govern, are they!

A WORKMAN

Turn the fellow out, for talking such rubbish
ANOTHER

Qut with him
ANOTHER

(calling out)
Bl ow your horn, Evensen

A horn is blown |oudly, amdst hisses and an angry
upr oar .

DR STOCKMANN
(when the noi se has sonewhat abat ed)
Be reasonable! Can't you stand hearing the voice of truth for
once? | don't in the | east expect you to agree with ne all at
once; but | nust say | did expect M. Hovstad to admt | was
right, when he had recovered his conposure a little. He
clainms to be a freethi nker —

VA CES
(in murmurs of astoni shrment)
Freet hi nker, did he say? Is Hovstad a freethinker?

HOVSTAD
(shouti ng)
Prove it, Dr. Stockmann! Wen have | said so in print?

DR STOCKMANN
(reflecting)

No, confound it, you are right! — you have never had the
courage to. Wll, I won't put you in a hole, M. Hovstad. Let
us say it is | that amthe freethinker, then. I amgoing to

prove to you, scientifically, that the "People' s Messenger”
| eads you by the nose in a shaneful manner when it tells you

( MCRE)
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DR STOCKMANN ( CONT' D)

that you — that the conmon people, the crowd, the nmasses,
are the real essence of the People. That is only a newspaper
lie, I tell you! The common people are nothing nore than the

raw material of which a People is nmade.

(G oans, laughter and uproar)
Vll, isn't that the case. Isn't there an enornous difference
between a well-bred and an ill-bred strain of aninmals? Take,
for instance, a common barn-door hen. Wat sort of eating do
you get froma shrivelled up old scrag of a fow I|ike that?
Not much, do you! And what sort of eggs does it lay? Afairly
good crow or a raven can lay pretty nearly as good an egg.
But take a well-bred Spanish or Japanese hen, or a good
pheasant or a turkey — then you will see the difference. O
take the case of dogs, with whomwe humans are on such
intimate terns. Think first of an ordinary common cur — |
nmean one of the horrible, coarse-haired, |ow bred curs that
do nothing but run about the streets and befoul the walls of
t he houses. Conpare one of these curs with a poodl e whose
sires for many generations have been bred in a gentleman's
house, where they have had the best of food and had the
opportunity of hearing soft voices and nusic. Do you not
think that the poodle's brain is developed to quite a
different degree fromthat of the cur? O course it is. It is
puppi es of well bred poodles |like that, that showren train to
do incredibly clever tricks — things that a common cur coul d
never learn to do even if it stood on its head.

Upr oar and nocking cries.

A C Tl ZEN
(calls out)
Are you going to nake out we are dogs, now?

ANOTHER Cl Tl ZEN
W are not aninmals, Doctor!

DR STOCKMANN
Yes but, bless ny soul, we are, ny friend! It is true we are
the finest animals anyone could wish for; but, even anongst
us, exceptionally fine animals are rare. There is a
trenmendous di fference between poodl e-nen and cur-nmen. And the
anusing part of it is, that M. Hovstad quite agrees with ne
as long as it is a question of four footed animals —

HOVSTAD
Yes, it is true enough as far as they are concerned.
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DR STOCKMANN
Very well. But as soon as | extend the principle and apply it
to two-1egged aninmals, M. Hovstad stops short. He no | onger
dares to think independently, or to pursue his ideas to their
| ogi cal conclusion; so he turns the whol e theory upside down
and proclainms in the "People's Messenger” that it is the barn-
door hens and street curs that are the finest specinens in
the nenagerie. But that is always the way, as long as a man
retains the traces of common origin and has not worked his
way up to intellectual distinction.

HOVSTAD
| lay no claimto any sort of distinction. I amthe son of
hunbl e countryfolk, and I am proud that the stock | cone from
is rooted deep anong the common people he insults.

VA CES
Bravo, Hovstad! Bravo! Bravo!

DR STOCKMANN
The kind of common people | nean are not only to be found | ow
down in the social scale; they crawl and swarmall around us
— even in the highest social positions. You have only to
| ook at your own fine, distinguished Mayor! My brother Peter
is every bit as plebeian as anyone that wal ks in two shoes —

Laught er and hi sses.

PETER STOCKMANN
| protest agai nst personal allusions of this kind.

DR STOCKMANN
(1 nperturbably)
— and that, not because he is, like nyself, descended from
sone old rascal of a pirate from Pomerania or thereabouts —
because that is who we are descended from —

PETER STOCKNMANN
An absurd |l egend. | deny it!

DR STOCKMANN
— but because he thinks what his superiors think and hol ds
t he sanme opi nions as they. People who do that are,
intellectually speaki ng, common people; and that is why ny
magni ficent brother Peter is inreality so very far fromany
di stinction — and consequently al so so far from being
['i beral - m nded.
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PETER STOCKNMANN
M. Chairman — !

HOVSTAD
So it is only the distinguished nen that are |iberal - m nded
inthis country? W are | earning sonething quite new

Laughter.

DR STOCKMANN

Yes, that is part of ny new discovery too. And anot her part
of it is that broad-m ndedness is al nost precisely the sane
thing as norality. That is why | maintain that it is
absol utely inexcusable in the "People's Messenger” to
proclaim day in and day out, the false doctrine that it is
t he masses, the crowd, the conpact mgjority, that have the
nonopol y of broad- m ndedness and norality — and that vice
and corruption and every kind of intellectual depravity are
the result of culture, just as all the filth that is draining
into our Baths is the result of the tanneries up at Ml I edal!

(Up roar and interruptions. DR STOCKMANN i s

undi st ur bed, and goes on, carried away by his

ardour, with a smle)
And yet this sane "People' s Messenger" can go on preaching
that the nmasses ought to be elevated to higher conditions of
life! But, bless ny soul, if the "Messenger's" teaching is to
be depended upon, this very raising up the nasses woul d nmean
nothing nore or |ess than setting them strai ghtway upon the
pat hs of depravity! Happily the theory that culture
denoralizes is only an old fal sehood that our forefathers
believed in and we have inherited. No, it is ignorance,
poverty, ugly conditions of life, that do the devil's work!
In a house which does not get aired and swept every day — ny
wi fe Katherine maintains that the floor ought to be scrubbed
as well, but that is a debatable question — in such a house,
let me tell you, people will lose within two or three years
the power of thinking or acting in a noral manner. Lack of
oxygen weakens the conscience. And there nmust be a plentiful
| ack of oxygen in very many houses in this town, | should
t hink, judging fromthe fact that the whole conpact majority
can be unconsci entious enough to wish to build the town's
prosperity on a quagmre of fal sehood and deceit.

ASLAKSEN
We cannot all ow such a grave accusation to be flung at a
citizen comunity.
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A CI Tl ZEN
| nove that the Chairman direct the speaker to sit down.

VA CES

(angrily)
Hear, hear! Quite right! Make himsit down!

DR STOCKMANN
(losing his self-control)
Then I will go and shout the truth at every street corner! |
will wite it in other towns' newspapers! The whole country
shal | know what is going on here!

HOVSTAD
It alnobst seens as if Dr. Stockmann's intention were to ruin
t he t own.

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, ny native town is so dear to ne that | would rather ruin
it than see it flourishing upon a lie.

ASLAKSEN
This is really serious.

Uproar and cat-calls. MRS. STOCKMANN coughs, but to
no purpose; her husband does not listen to her any
| onger.

HOVSTAD
(shouti ng above the din)
A man nust be a public eneny to wish to ruin a whole
conmuni ty!

DR STOCKMANN

(with growi ng fervour)
What does the destruction of a comunity matter, if it lives
on lies! It ought to be razed to the ground, | tell you! A
who live by lies ought to be extermnated Iike vermn! You
will end by infecting the whole country; you will bring about
such a state of things that the whole country will deserve to
be ruined. And if things cone to that pass, | shall say from
the bottomof ny heart: Let the whole country perish, let al
t hese peopl e be exterm nat ed!

VA CES FROM THE CROND
That is talking |like an out-and-out eneny of the peopl e!
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Bl LLI NG
There sounded the voice of the people, by all that's holy!

THE WHOLE CROAD
(shout i ng)
Yes, yes! He is an eneny of the people! He hates his country!
He hates his own peopl e!

ASLAKSEN
Both as a citizen and as an individual, |I am profoundly
di sturbed by what we have had to listen to. Dr. Stockmann has
shown hinself in a light | should never have dreamed of. | am

unhappily obliged to subscribe to the opinion which | have
just heard ny estinmable fellowcitizens utter; and | propose
that we shoul d give expression to that opinion in a
resolution. | propose a resolution as follows. "This neeting
declares that it considers Dr. Thonmas Stocknmann, Medi cal
Oficer of the Baths, to be an eneny of the people.”

A storm of cheers and appl ause. A nunber of nen
surround the DOCTOR and hiss him MRS. STOCKMANN
and PETRA have got up fromtheir seats. MORTEN and
EJLIF are fighting the other school boys for

hi ssing; sone of their elders separate them

DR STOCKNMANN
(to the nen who are hissing him
Ch, you fools! | tell you that —

ASLAKSEN
(ringing his bell)
W cannot hear you now, Doctor. A formal vote is about to be
taken; but, out of regard for personal feelings, it shall be
by ballot and not verbal. Have you any clean paper, M.
Billing?

Bl LLI NG
| have both bl ue and white here.

ASLAKSEN
(going to him
That will do nicely; we shall get on nore quickly that way.
Cut it upinto small strips — yes, that's it.
(To the neeting)
Bl ue neans no; white neans yes. | wll cone round nyself and
col l ect votes.
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PETER STOCKMANN | eaves the hall. ASLAKSEN and one
or two others go round the roomw th the slips of
paper in their hats

1ST O TI ZEN
(to HOVSTAD)

| say, what has cone to the Doctor? Wiat are we to think of
it?

HOVSTAD

Ch, you know how headstrong he is.
2ND C Tl ZEN
(to BILLING

Billing, you go to their house — have you ever noticed if
the fellow drinks?

Bl LLI NG
Vell I"'mhanged if | know what to say. There are al ways

spirits on the table when you go.

3RD C Tl ZEN
| rather think he goes quite off his head sonetines.

1ST G TI ZEN
| wonder if there is any madness in his famly?

Bl LLI NG
| shouldn't wonder if there were.

4TH C Tl ZEN
No, it is nothing nore than sheer nalice; he wants to get
even Wi th sonebody for sonething or other.

Bl LLI NG
Vel | certainly he suggested a rise in his salary on one
occasion lately, and did not get it.

THE C TI ZENS
(toget her)
Ah! — then it is easy to understand how it is!

THE DRUNKEN NMAN
(who has got anongst the audi ence agai n)
| want a blue one, I do! And | want a white one too!

VA CES
It's that drunken chap again! Turn himout!
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MORTEN KI | L
(going up to DR STOCKNMANN)
Wl |, Stockmann, do you see what these nonkey tricks of yours

| ead to?

DR STOCKMANN
| have done ny duty.

MORTEN KI | L
What was that you said about the tanneries at Ml | edal ?

DR STOCKMANN
You heard well enough. | said they were the source of all the
filth.

MORTEN KI | L
My tannery too!

DR STOCKMANN
Unfortunately your tannery is by far the worst.

MORTEN KI | L
Are you going to put that in the papers?

DR STOCKMANN
| shall conceal not hing.

MORTEN KI | L
That may cost you dear, Stockmann.
(CGoes out)
A STQUT AN

(going up to CAPTAI N HORSTER, wi thout taking any
notice of the I adies)

Well, Captain, so you | end your house to enem es of the
peopl e?

HORSTER
| imagine | can do what | Iike with ny owmn possessions, M.
Vi k.

THE STOUT MAN
Then you can have no objection to ny doing the sanme with
m ne.

HORSTER
What do you nean, sir?
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THE STOUT MAN
You shall hear fromne in the norning.
(Turns his back on himand noves off)

PETRA
WAs that not your owner, Captain Horster?

HORSTER
Yes, that was M. Vik the ship-owner.

ASLAKSEN
(with the voting-papers in his hands, gets up on to
the platformand rings his bell)
CGentl enen, allow nme to announce the result. By the votes of
every one here except one person —

A YOUNG VAN
That is the drunk chap!

ASLAKSEN

By the votes of every one here except a tipsy man, this
nmeeting of citizens declares Dr. Thomas Stockmann to be an
eneny of the people.

(Shout s and appl ause)
Three cheers for our ancient and honourable citizen
conmuni ty!

(Renewed appl ause)
Three cheers for our able and energetic Mayor, who has so
| oyal | y suppressed the pronptings of famly feeling!

(Cheers)
The neeting is dissolved.

(Gets down)

Bl LLI NG
Three cheers for the Chairman!

THE WHOLE CROMND
Three cheers for Asl aksen! Hurrah!

DR STOCKMANN
M/ hat and coat, Petra! Captain, have you roomon your ship
for passengers to the New Worl d?

HORSTER
For you and yours we w |l mnmake room Doctor
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DR STOCKMANN
(as PETRA helps himinto his coat)
Good. Cone, Katherine! Cone, boys!

MRS. STOCKMANN
(i n an undertone)
Thonmas, dear, let us go out by the back way.

DR STOCKMANN
No back ways for ne, Katherine.
(Rai sing his voice)
You will hear nore of this eneny of the people, before he
shakes the dust off his shoes upon you! | amnot so forgiving
as a certain Person; | do not say: "I forgive you, for ye
know not what ye do."

ASLAKSEN
(shout i ng)
That is a bl asphenous conparison, Dr. Stockmann!

Bl LLI NG
It is, by God! It's dreadful for an earnest man to listen to.

A COARSE VA CE
Thr eat ens us now, does hel

OTHER VA CES
(excitedly)
Let's go and break his wi ndows! Duck himin the fjord!

ANOTHER VO CE
Bl ow your horn, Evensen! Pip, pip!

Hor n- bl owi ng, hisses, and wild cries. DR STOCKMANN
goes out through the hall with his famly, HORSTER
el bowi ng a way for them

THE WHOLE CROAD
(howing after themas they go)
Eneny of the People! Eneny of the Peopl e!

Bl LLI NG
(as he puts his papers together)
Vell, I"'mhanged if | go and drink toddy wth the Stockmanns

t oni ght!
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The crowd press towards the exit. The uproar
conti nues outside; shouts of "Eneny of the People!"
are heard from w thout.
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SCENE 2
Dr. Stockmann's study. Bookcases, and cabinets
contai ning specinmens, line the walls. At the back
is a door leading to the hall; in the foreground on

the left, a door leading to the sitting-room In
the right-hand wall are two w ndows, of which al

t he panes are broken. The Doctor's desk littered

wi th books and papers, stands in the mddle of the
room which is in disorder. It is norning. DR
STOCKMANN i n dressi ng-gown, slippers and a snoki ng-
cap, is bending down and raking with an unbrella
under one of the cabinets. After a little while he
rakes out a stone)

DR STOCKMANN
(calling through the open sitting-room door)
Kat herine, | have found anot her one.

MRS. STOCKMANN
(fromthe sitting-room
Ch, you will find a lot nore yet, | expect.

DR STOCKMANN
(adding the stone to a heap of others on the table)
| shall treasure these stones as relics. Elif and Mrten

shall | ook at them every day, and when they are grown up they
shall inherit them as heirl oons.

(Rakes about under a bookcase)
Hasn't — what the deuce is her name? — the girl, you know

— hasn't she been to fetch the glazier yet?

MRS. STOCKMANN
(com ng in)
Yes, but he said he didn't knowif he would be able to come
t oday.

DR STOCKMANN
You will see he won't dare to cone.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Wll, that is just what Randi ne thought — that he didn't
dare to, on account of the neighbors.
(Calls into the sitting-roon)
What is it you want, Randine? Gve it to ne.
(CGoes in, and cones out again directly)
Here is a letter for you, Thomnas.
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DR STOCKMANN
Let nme see it.
(Opens and reads it)
Ah! — of course.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Wo is it fronf

DR STOCKNMANN
Fromthe [andlord. Notice to quit.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Is it possible? Such a nice man —

DR STOCKNMANN
(looking at the letter)
Does not dare do otherw se, he says. Doesn't like doing it,

but dare not do otherwi se — on account of his fell ow
citizens — out of regard for public opinion. Is in a
dependent position — dare not offend certain influential nen

MRS. STOCKMANN
There, you see, Thomas!

DR STOCKNMANN
Yes, yes, | see well enough; the whole lot of themin the
town are cowards; not a nman anong them dares do anything for
fear of the others.
(Throws the letter on to the table)
But it doesn't matter to us, Katherine. W are going to sai
away to the New Wrld, and —

MRS. STOCKMANN
But, Thonmas, are you sure we are well advised to take this
step?

DR STOCKMANN
Are you suggesting that | should stay here, where they have
pilloried ne as an eneny of the people — branded nme —
br oken ny wi ndows! And just | ook here, Katherine — they have
torn a great rent in nmy black trousers too!

MRS. STOCKMANN
Oh, dear! — and they are the best pair you have got!
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DR STOCKMANN
You shoul d never wear your best trousers when you go out to
fight for freedomand truth. It is not that | care so much
about the trousers, you know, you can always sew t hem up
again for ne. But that the comon herd shoul d dare to nake
this attack on ne, as if they were ny equals — that is what
| cannot, for the life of nme, swall ow

MRS. STOCKMANN
There is no doubt they have behaved very ill to you, Thonas;
but is that sufficient reason for our |eaving our native
country for good and all?

DR STOCKMANN

If we went to another town, do you suppose we should not find
t he common people just as insolent as they are here? Depend
upon it, there is not much to choose between them Ch, well,
et the curs snap — that is not the worst part of it. The
worst is that, fromone end of this country to the other
every man is the slave of his Party. Al though, as far as that
goes, | daresay it is not nuch better in the free West
either; the conpact majority, and |iberal public opinion, and
all that infernal old bag of tricks are probably ranpant
there too. But there things are done on a |arger scale, you
see. They may kill you, but they won't put you to death by
slow torture. They don't squeeze a free man's soul in a vice,
as they do here. And, if need be, one can live in solitude.

(Wal ks up and down)
If only I knew where there was a virgin forest or a snal
South Sea island for sale, cheap —

MRS. STOCKNMANN
But think of the boys, Thonas!

DR STOCKMANN
(standing still)
What a strange wonan you are, Katherine! Wuld you prefer to
have the boys grow up in a society like this? You saw for
yourself last night that half the popul ation are out of their
mnds; and if the other half have not |ost their senses, it
is because they are nere brutes, with no sense to |ose.

MRS. STOCKMANN
But, Thomas dear, the inprudent things you said had sonething
to do with it, you know
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DR STOCKMANN
Vell, isn't what | said perfectly true? Don't they turn every
i dea topsy-turvy? Don't they make a regul ar hotch-potch of
right and wong? Don't they say that the things | know are
true, are lies? The craziest part of it all is the fact of
these "liberals,” nmen of full age, going about in crowds
i magi ning that they are the broad-m nded party? D d you ever
hear anything like it, Katherine!

MRS. STOCKMANN
Yes, yes, it's mad enough of them certainly; but —
(PETRA comes in fromthe sitting-room
Back from school already?

PETRA
Yes. | have been given notice of dismssal.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Di sm ssal ?

DR STOCKMANN
You t 007?

PETRA
Ms. Busk gave ne ny notice; so | thought it was best to go
at once.

DR STOCKMANN
You were perfectly right, tool!

MRS. STOCKMANN
Who woul d have thought Ms. Busk was a woman |ike that!

PETRA
Ms. Busk isn't a bit like that, nother; | saw quite plainly
how it hurt her to do it. But she didn't dare do otherw se,
she said; and so | got ny notice.

DR STOCKMANN
(l'aughi ng and rubbi ng hi s hands)
She didn't dare do otherwi se, either! It's delicious!

MRS. STOCKMANN
Vell, after the dreadful scenes last night —

PETRA
It was not only that. Just listen to this, father!
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DR STOCKMANN
Vel | ?

PETRA
Ms. Busk showed ne no less than three |letters she recei ved
this nmorning —

DR STOCKMANN
Anonynous, | suppose?

PETRA
Yes.

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, because they didn't dare to risk signing their nanes,
Kat heri ne!

PETRA
And two of themwere to the effect that a nman, who has been
our guest here, was declaring |last night at the dub that ny
views on various subjects are extrenely emanci pated —

DR STOCKMANN
You did not deny that, | hope?

PETRA
No, you know | wouldn't. Ms. Busk's own views are tolerably
emanci pated, when we are al one together; but nowthat this
report about ne is being spread, she dare not keep ne on any
| onger.

MRS. STOCKMANN
And sone one who had been a guest of ours! That shows you the
return you get for your hospitality, Thonas!

DR STOCKMANN
W won't live in such a disgusting hole any |onger. Pack up
as quickly as you can, Katherine; the sooner we can get away,
the better.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Be quiet — | think I hear sonme one in the hall. See who it
is, Petra.

PETRA
(openi ng the door)
Ch, it's you, Captain Horster! Do cone in.
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HORSTER
(comng in)
Good norning. | thought I would just conme in and see how you
wer e.

DR STOCKMANN
(shaki ng his hand)
Thanks — that is really kind of you.

MRS. STOCKMANN
And t hank you, too, for helping us through the crowd, Captain
Hor ster.

PETRA
How di d you nmanage to get honme agai n?
HORSTER
Ch, sonehow or other. | amfairly strong, and there is nore

sound than fury about these folk.

DR STOCKMANN

Yes, isn't their sw nish cowardice astoni shing? Look here, |
wi Il show you sonething! There are all the stones they have
t hrown t hrough ny wi ndows. Just | ook at them |1'm hanged if
there are nore than two decently large bits of hardstone in
t he whol e heap; the rest are nothing but gravel — wetched
little things. And yet they stood out there baw ing and
swearing that they would do nme sone viol ence; but as for
doi ng anything — you don't see nuch of that in this town.

HORSTER
Just as well for you this time, Doctor!

DR STOCKMANN
True enough. But it nakes one angry all the same; because if
sone day it should be a question of a national fight in real

earnest, you will see that public opinion will be in favour
of taking to one's heels, and the conpact majority will turn
tail like a flock of sheep, Captain Horster. That is what is

so mournful to think of; it gives ne so nuch concern, that —

No, devil take it, it is ridiculous to care about it! They
have call ed me an eneny of the people, so an eneny of the
people let ne be!

MRS. STOCKMANN
You will never be that, Thonas.
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DR STOCKMANN
Don't swear to that, Katherine. To be called an ugly nanme nay
have the sanme effect as a pin-scratch in the lung. And that
hateful name — | can't get quit of it. It is sticking here
inthe pit of nmy stomach, eating into ne |ike a corrosive
acid. And no nagnesia will renove it.

PETRA
Bah! — you should only laugh at them father.

HORSTER
They wi Il change their m nds sone day, Doctor.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Yes, Thomas, as sure as you are standi ng here.

DR STOCKMANN
Perhaps, when it is too late. Mich good rmay it do them They
may wallowin their filth then and rue the day when they

drove a patriot into exile. Wen do you sail, Captain
Hor st er ?

HORSTER
HM — that was just what | had conme to speak about —

DR STOCKMANN
Wiy, has anyt hing gone wong with the ship?

HORSTER

No; but what has happened is that | amnot to sail init.
PETRA

Do you nean that you have been di sm ssed fromyour comrand?
HORSTER

(smling)

Yes, that's just it.

PETRA

You t oo.

MRS. STOCKMANN
There, you see, Thonas!

DR STOCKMANN
And that for the truth's sake! Ch, if | had thought such a
t hi ng possible —
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HORSTER
You nustn't take it to heart; | shall be sure to find a job
wi th some shi p-owner or other, elsewhere.

DR STOCKMANN
And that is this man Vik — a weal thy man, independent of
every one and everything — ! Shanme on hin

HORSTER
He is quite an excellent fellow otherw se; he told ne hinself
he would willingly have kept nme on, if only he had dared —

DR STOCKMANN
But he didn't dare? No, of course not.

HORSTER
It is not such an easy nmatter, he said, for a party man —

DR STOCKMANN
The worthy man spoke the truth. A party is |like a sausage
machine; it mashes up all sorts of heads together into the
sane m nceneat — fatheads and bl ockheads. all in one nmash!

MRS. STOCKMANN
Conme, cone, Thonmas dear!

PETRA
(to HORSTER)
If only you had not cone honme with us, things mght not have
cone to this pass.

HORSTER
| do not regret it.

PETRA
(hol ding out her hand to hin
Thank you for that!

HORSTER
(to DR STOCKVANN)
And so what | canme to say was that if you are determned to
go away, | have thought of another plan —

DR STOCKMANN
That's splendid! — if only we can get away at once.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Hush! — wasn't that some one knocki ng?
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PETRA
That is uncle, surely.

DR STOCKMANN
Ahal!
(Call's out)
Cone in!

MRS. STOCKMANN
Dear Thonmas, prom se ne definitely — .

PETER STOCKMANN cones in fromthe hall.

PETER STOCKNMANN
Oh, you are engaged. In that case, | wll —

DR STOCKMANN
No, no, cone in.

PETER STOCKNMANN
But | wanted to speak to you al one.

MRS. STOCKMANN
VW will go into the sitting-roomin the neanwhile.

HORSTER
And | will look in again later.

DR STOCKMANN
No, go in there with them Captain Horster; | want to hear
nore about — .

HORSTER
Very well, | will wait, then.
(He follows MRS. STOCKMANN and PETRA into the
sitting-room

DR STOCKMANN
| daresay you find it rather draughty here today. Put your
hat on.

PETER STOCKMANN
Thank you, if | may.
(Does so0)
| think | caught cold last night; | stood and shivered —

DR STOCKMANN
Real ly? I found it warm enough.
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PETER STOCKNVANN
| regret that it was not in ny power to prevent those
excesses | ast night.

DR STOCKMANN
Have you anything particular to say to ne besides that?

PETER STOCKNMANN
(taking a big letter fromhis pocket)
| have this docunent for you, fromthe Baths Commttee.

DR STOCKMANN
My di sm ssal ?

PETER STOCKVANN
Yes, dating fromtoday.
(Lays the letter on the table)
It gives us pain to do it; but, to speak frankly, we dared
not do otherwi se on account of public opinion.

DR STOCKMANN
(smling)
Dared not? | seemto have heard that word before, today.

PETER STOCKMANN
| nmust beg you to understand your position clearly. For the
future you nmust not count on any practice whatever in the
t own.

DR STOCKMANN
Devil take the practice! But why are you so sure of that?

PETER STOCKNMANN
The Househol ders Association is circulating a list from house
to house. Al right-mnded citizens are being called upon to
gi ve up enploying you; and | can assure you that not a single
head of a famly will risk refusing his signature. They
sinply dare not.

DR STOCKMANN
No, no, | don't doubt it. But what then?

PETER STOCKNVANN
If I mght advise you, it would be best to | eave the pl ace
for alittle while —

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, the propriety of |eaving the place has occurred to ne.
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PETER STOCKMANN
Good. And then, when you have had six nonths to think things
over, if, after mature consideration, you can persuade
yourself to wite a few words of regret, acknow edgi ng your
error —

DR STOCKMANN
| mght have ny appointnent restored to ne, do you nean?

PETER STOCKNVANN
Perhaps. It is not at all inpossible.

DR STOCKMANN
But what about public opinion, then? Surely you woul d not
dare to do it on account of public feeling.

PETER STOCKVANN
Public opinion is an extrenely nmutable thing. And, to be
quite candid with you, it is a matter of great inportance to
us to have sone adm ssion of that sort fromyou in witing.

DR STOCKMANN
Ch, that's what you are after, is it! I will just trouble you
to remenber what | said to you |lately about foxy tricks of
that sort!

PETER STOCKNMANN
Your position was quite different then. At that tine you had
reason to suppose you had the whole town at your back —

DR STOCKMANN

Yes, and now | feel | have the whole town on ny back —
(flaring up)

| would not do it if |I had the devil and his damon ny back

— ! Never — never, | tell youl

PETER STOCKNVANN
A man with a famly has no right to behave as you do. You
have no right to do it, Thonas.

DR STOCKMANN
| have no right! There is only one single thing in the world
a free man has no right to do. Do you know what that is?

PETER STOCKANN
No.
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DR STOCKMANN
O course you don't, but I will tell you. A free man has no
right to soil hinself with filth — he has no right to behave
inawy that would justify his spitting in his own face.

PETER STOCKNVANN
This sort of thing sounds extrenely plausible, of course; and
if there were no other explanation for your obstinacy — .
But as it happens that there is —

DR STOCKMANN
What do you nean?

PETER STOCKNMANN
You understand very well what | nean. But, as your brother
and as a man of discretion, | advise you not to build too
much upon expectations and prospects that nmay so very easily
fail you.

DR STOCKMANN
What in the world is all this about?

PETER STOCKVANN
Do you really ask nme to believe that you are ignorant of the
terns of M. Kiil's wll?

DR STOCKMANN
| know that the small anbunt he possesses is to go to an
institution for indigent old workpeople. How does that
concern ne?

PETER STOCKMANN
In the first place, it is by no neans a small anount that is
in question. M. Kiil is a fairly wealthy man.

DR STOCKMANN
| had no notion of that!

PETER STOCKNMANN
HM — hadn't you really? Then | suppose you had no noti on,
either, that a considerable portion of his wealth will cone
to your children, you and your wife having a life-rent of the
capital. Has he never told you so?

DR STOCKMANN
Never, on ny honour! Quite the reverse; he has consistently
done nothing but fume at being so unconsci onably heavily
taxed. But are you perfectly certain of this, Peter?
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PETER STOCKNVANN
| have it froman absolutely reliable source.

DR STOCKMANN
Then, thank God, Katherine is provided for — and the
children too! | nust tell her this at once —
(call's out)
Kat heri ne, Katheri ne!

PETER STOCKNVANN
(restraining him
Hush, don't say a word yet!

MRS. STOCKMANN
(openi ng the door)
What is the matter?

DR STOCKMANN
Ch, not hing, nothing; you can go back
(She shuts the door. DR STOCKMANN wal ks up and down
in his excitenent)
Provided for! — Just think of it, we are all provided for!
And for lifel What a blessed feeling it is to know one is
provi ded for!

PETER STOCKNMANN
Yes, but that is just exactly what you are not. M. Kiil can
alter his will any day he |ikes.

DR STOCKMANN
But he won't do that, ny dear Peter. The "Badger" is nuch too
delighted at ny attack on you and your w se friends.

PETER STOCKNVANN
(starts and | ooks intently at him
Ah, that throws a Iight on various things.

DR STOCKNMANN
What thi ngs?

PETER STOCKVANN
| see that the whole thing was a conbi ned nanoeuvre on your
part and his. These violent, reckless attacks that you have
made agai nst the | eading nen of the town, under the pretence
that it was in the name of truth —

DR STOCKNMANN
What about t henf
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PETER STOCKNVANN
| see that they were nothing else than the stipulated price
for that vindictive old man's wll.

DR STOCKMANN
(al nost speechl ess)
Peter — you are the nost disgusting plebeian | have ever net
inall ny life.

PETER STOCKVANN

All is over between us. Your dismssal is irrevocable — we
have a weapon agai nst you now.
(Goes out)

DR STOCKMANN
For shane! For shane!

(Call's out)
Kat herine, you nust have the floor scrubbed after him Let —
what's her nane — devil take it, the girl who has al ways got

soot on her nose —

MRS. STOCKMANN
(in the sitting-roon)
Hush, Thomas, be quiet!

PETRA
(comng to the door)
Father, grandfather is here, asking if he nmay speak to you
al one.

DR STOCKMANN
Certainly he may.
(Going to the door)
Cone in, M. Kiil.
(MORTEN KIIL conmes in. DR STOCKMANN shuts the door
after him
What can | do for you! Wn't you sit down?

MORTEN KI | L
| won't sit.
(Looks around)
You | ook very confortable here today, Thonas.

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, don't wel



AN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE 130

MORTEN KI I L
Very confortable — plenty of fresh air. | should think you
have got enough today of that oxygen you were talking about
yesterday. Your conscience nust be in splendid order today, |
shoul d t hi nk.

DR STOCKMANN
It is.

MORTEN KI I L
So | shoul d think.
(Taps his chest)
Do you know what | have got here?

DR STOCKMANN

A good consci ence, too, | hope.
MORTEN KI I L
Bah! — No, it is sonething better than that.

(He takes a thick pocket-book fromhis breast-
pocket, opens it, and displays a packet of papers)

DR STOCKMANN
(1 ooking at himin astoni shnent)
Shares in the Baths?

MORTEN KI | L
They were not difficult to get today.

DR STOCKMANN
And you have been buying — ?

MORTEN KI | L
As many as | could pay for.

DR STOCKMANN
But, ny dear M. Kiil — consider the state of the Baths'
affairsl!

MORTEN KI | L
| f you behave |ike a reasonabl e man, you can soon set the
Baths on their feet again.

DR STOCKMANN
Wl |, you can see for yourself that | have done all | can
but — . They are all mad in this town!
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MORTEN KI | L
You said yesterday that the worst of this pollution cane from
ny tannery. If that is true, then ny grandfather and ny
father before ne, and | nyself, for many years past, have
been poi soning the town |ike three destroying angels. Do you
think I amgoing to sit quiet under that reproach

DR STOCKNMANN
Unfortunately | amafraid you will have to.

MORTEN KI I L
No, thank you. | amjeal ous of ny nane and reputation. They
call ne "the Badger," | amtold. A badger is a kind of pig, |
believe; but I amnot going to give themthe right to call ne
that. | nmean to live and die a clean man

DR STOCKMANN
And how are you going to set about it?

MORTEN Kl | L
You shall cl eanse ne, Thonas.

DR STOCKMANN
|'!

MORTEN KI | L
Do you know what noney | have bought these shares w th? No,
of course you can't know — but | wll tell you. It is the
noney that Katherine and Petra and the boys will have when |
am gone. Because | have been able to save a little bit after
all, you know.

DR STOCKMANN
(flaring UP)
And you have gone and taken Katherine's noney for this!

MORTEN KI I L
Yes, the whole of the noney is invested in the Baths now And
now | just want to see whether you are quite stark, staring
mad, Thomas! If you still make out that these aninmals and
ot her nasty things of that sort cone fromny tannery, it wll
be exactly as if you were to flay broad strips of skin from
Kat herine's body, and Petra's, and the boys'; and no decent
man woul d do that — unless he were nad.

DR STOCKMANN
(wal ki ng up and down)
Yes, but | amnad; | am mad!
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MORTEN KI I L
You cannot be so absurdly nad as all that, when it is a
guestion of your wi fe and chil dren.

DR STOCKMANN
(standing still in front of hin)
Wiy coul dn't you consult ne about it, before you went and
bought all that trash?

MORTEN KI | L
What i s done cannot be undone.

DR STOCKMANN
(wal ks about uneasily)
If only I were not so certain about it — ! But | am
absol utely convinced that | amright.

MORTEN KI I L
(wei ghi ng the pocket-book in his hand)
If you stick to your nmad idea, this won't be worth nuch, you
know.
(Puts the pocket-book in his pocket)

DR STOCKMANN
But, hang it all! it mght be possible for science to
di scover sone prophylactic, | should think — or sone
antidote of some kind —

MORTEN KI | L
To kill these aninmals, do you nean?

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, or to nake them i nnocuous.

MORTEN KI | L
Couldn't you try sone rat's-bane?

DR STOCKMANN
Don't tal k nonsense! They all say it is only inmagination, you

know. Well, let it go at that! Let them have their own way
about it! Haven't the ignorant, narrow mnded curs reviled ne
as an eneny of the people? — and haven't they been ready to

tear the clothes off ny back too?

MORTEN KI | L
And broken all your w ndows to pieces!
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DR STOCKMANN
And then there is ny duty to ny famly. | nust talk it over
wi th Katherine; she is great on those things.

MORTEN KI | L
That is right; be guided by a reasonabl e woman's advi ce.

DR STOCKMANN
(advanci ng towards him
To think you could do such a preposterous thing! R sking
Kat herine's nmoney in this way, and putting nme in such a
horribly painful dilema! Wen | |ook at you, | think | see
the devil hinself — .

MORTEN KI | L
Then | had better go. But | nust have an answer from you
before two o' clock — yes or no. If it is no, the shares go

to a charity, and that this very day.

DR STOCKMANN
And what does Kat herine get?

MORTEN KI I L
Not a hal f penny.
(The door l|eading to the hall opens, and HOVSTAD and
ASLAKSEN meke their appearance)
Look at those two!

DR STOCKMANN
(staring at them

What the devil! — have you actually the face to cone into ny
house?

HOVSTAD
Certainly.

ASLAKSEN
W have sonmething to say to you, you see.

MORTEN KI I L
(i n a whisper)

Yes or no — before two o' cl ock.

ASLAKSEN

(gl anci ng at HOVSTAD)
Aha!

MORTEN KI'|I L goes out.
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DR STOCKMANN
Vel |, what do you want with nme? Be brief.

HOVSTAD
| can quite understand that you are annoyed with us for our
attitude at the neeting yesterday —

DR STOCKMANN

Attitude do you call it? Yes, it was a charmng attitude! |
call it 'weak, womani sh — damably shaneful!

HOVSTAD
Call it what you like, we could not do otherw se.

DR STOCKMANN

You dared not do otherwise — isn't that it?
HOVSTAD

Vell, if youlike to put it that way.
ASLAKSEN

But why did you not |et us have word of it beforehand? —
just a hint to M. Hovstad or to ne?

DR STOCKMANN
A hint? & what?

ASLAKSEN
O what was behind it all.

DR STOCKMANN
| don't understand you in the |east.

ASLAKSEN
(with a confidential nod)
Ch yes, you do, Dr. Stockmann.

HOVSTAD
It is no good making a nystery of it any |onger.

DR STOCKMANN
(looking first at one of themand then at the other)
What the devil do you both nean?

ASLAKSEN
May | ask if your father-in-lawis not going round the town
buying up all the shares in the Baths?
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DR STOCKMANN
Yes, he has been buyi ng Bat hs shares today; but —

ASLAKSEN
It woul d have been nore prudent to get sone one else to do it
— some one less nearly related to you.

HOVSTAD
And you should not have | et your nane appear in the affair.
There was no need for anyone to know that the attack on the
Bat hs cane fromyou. You ought to have consulted ne, Dr.
St ockmann

DR STOCKNMANN
(looks in front of him then a |light seens to dawn
on himand he says in amazenent:)
Are such things conceivabl e? Are such things possible?

ASLAKSEN
(wWwth a smle)
Evidently they are. But it is better to use a little finesse,
you know.

HOVSTAD
And it is nuch better to have several persons in a thing of
that sort; because the responsibility of each individual is
| essened, when there are others with him

DR STOCKMANN
(composedl y)
Cone to the point, gentlenen. What do you want ?

ASLAKSEN
Perhaps M. Hovstad had better —
HOVSTAD
No, you tell him Aslaksen.
ASLAKSEN
Wll, the fact is that, now we know t he bearings of the whole

affair, we think we mght venture to put the "People's
Messenger" at your disposal.

DR STOCKMANN
Do you dare do that now? Wat about public opinion? Are you
not afraid of a storm breaking upon our heads?
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HOVSTAD
Ve will try to weather it.

ASLAKSEN
And you nust be ready to go off quickly on a new tack,
Doctor. As soon as your invective has done its work —

DR STOCKNMANN
Do you nean, as soon as ny father-in-law and | have got hold
of the shares at a |ow figure?

HOVSTAD
Your reasons for wishing to get the control of the Baths are
mainly scientific, | take it.

DR STOCKMANN
O course; it was for scientific reasons that | persuaded the
old "Badger" to stand in with me in the matter. So we w ||
tinker at the conduit-pipes a little, and dig up a little bit
of the shore, and it shan't cost the town a sixpence. That
will be all right — eh?

HOVSTAD
| think so — if you have the "People' s Messenger' behind
you.

ASLAKSEN

The Press is a power in a free community, Doctor.

DR STOCKMANN
Quite so. And so is public opinion. And you, M. Asl|laksen —
| suppose you will be answerabl e for the Househol ders
Associ ation?

ASLAKSEN
Yes, and for the Tenperance Society. You may rely on that.

DR STOCKMANN

But, gentlenen — | really am ashamed to ask the question —
but, what return do you — ?
HOVSTAD

W shoul d prefer to help you without any return whatever,
bel i eve ne. But the "People's Messenger” is in rather a shaky
condition; it doesn't go really well; and | shoul d be very
unwi I 1ing to suspend the paper now, when there is so mnuch
work to do here in the political way.
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DR STOCKMANN
Quite so; that would be a great trial to such a friend of the
peopl e as you are.
(Fl ares up)
But | am an eneny of the people, renenber!
(Wal ks about the room
Wiere have | put ny stick? Wiere the devil is ny stick?

HOVSTAD
What's that?

ASLAKSEN
Surely you never nean — ?

DR STOCKMANN
(standing still)
And suppose | don't give you a single penny of all | get out
of it? Money is not very easy to get out of us rich folk
pl ease to renenber!

HOVSTAD
And you please to renenber that this affair of the shares can
be represented in two ways!

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, and you are just the man to do it. If I don't cone to
the rescue of the "People's Messenger," you will certainly

take an evil view of the affair; you will hunt nme down, | can
wel |l imagine — pursue me — try to throttle nme as a dog does
a hare.

HOVSTAD

It is a natural law — every animal nust fight for its own
['ivelihood.

ASLAKSEN
And get its food where it can, you know.

DR STOCKMANN
(wal ki ng about the room
Then you go and | ook for yours in the gutter — because | am
goi ng to show you which is the strongest animal of us three!
(Finds an unbrella and brandi shes it above his head)
Ah, now — !

HOVSTAD
You are surely not going to use viol ence!
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ASLAKSEN
Take care what you are doing with that unbrella.

DR STOCKMANN
Qut of the wi ndow with you, M. Hovstad!

HOVSTAD
(edging to the door)
Are you quite nad!

DR STOCKMANN
Qut of the window, M. Aslaksen! Junp, | tell you! You wll
have to do it, sooner or |ater.

ASLAKSEN
(running round the witing-table)
Moderation Doctor — | ama delicate man — | can stand so
little —
(call's out)
hel p, hel p!

MRS. STOCKMANN, PETRA and HORSTER cone in fromthe
sitting-room

MRS. STOCKMANN
Good graci ous, Thomas! What i s happeni ng?

DR STOCKMANN
(brandi shing the unbrella)

Junmp out, | tell you! Qut into the gutter!
HOVSTAD
An assault on an unoffending nman! | call you to wtness,

Captain Horster.
(Hurries out through the hall)

ASLAKSEN
(irresolutely)
If only I knew the way about here — .
(Steal s out through the sitting-room

MRS. STOCKMANN
(hol di ng her husband back)
Control yourself, Thomas!

DR STOCKMANN
(throwi ng down the unbrella)
Upon ny soul, they have escaped after all.
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MRS. STOCKMANN
What did they want you to do?

DR STOCKMANN

| will tell you later on; | have sonething else to think
about now.
(Goes to the table and wites sonething on a calling-
card)

Look there, Katherine; what is witten there?

MRS. STOCKMANN
Three bi g Noes; what does that nean.

DR STOCKMANN
| will tell you that too, later on.
(Hol ds out the card to PETRA)
There, Petra; tell sooty-face to run over to the "Badger's"
with that, as quick as she can. Hurry up!

PETRA takes the card and goes out to the hall.

DR STOCKMANN

Wll, | think I have had a visit fromevery one of the
devil's messengers today! But now | am going to sharpen ny
pen till they can feel its point; | shall dip it in venom and
gall; 1 shall hurl ny ink-pot at their heads!

MRS. STOCKMANN
Yes, but we are going away, you know, Thomas.

PETRA cones back.

DR STOCKMANN
Vel | ?

PETRA
She has gone with it.

DR STOCKMANN
Good. — oing away, did you say? No, I'll be hanged if we
are going away! W are going to stay where we are, Katherine!

PETRA
Stay here?

MRS. STOCKMANN
Here, in the town?
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DR STOCKMANN
Yes, here. This is the field of battle — this is where the
fight will be. This is where | shall triunph! As soon as |
have had nmy trousers sewn up | shall go out and | ook for
anot her house. W nust have a roof over our heads for the
W nter.

HORSTER
That you shall have in ny house.

DR STOCKMANN

Can | ?

HORSTER
Yes, quite well. | have plenty of room and |I am al nost never
at hone.

MRS. STOCKMANN
How good of you, Captain Horster

PETRA
Thank you!

DR STOCKMANN
(graspi ng his hand)
Thank you, thank you! That is one trouble over! Now | can set
to work in earnest at once. There is an endl ess anount of
things to | ook through here, Katherine! Luckily I shall have
all ny tinme at ny disposal; because | have been di sm ssed
fromthe Baths, you know.

MRS. STOCKMANN
(with a sigh)
Oh yes, | expected that.

DR STOCKMANN
And they want to take ny practice away fromne too. Let them

| have got the poor people to fall back upon, anyway — those
that don't pay anything! and, after all, they need ne nost,
too. But, by Jove, they will have to listen to ne; | shal

preach to themin season and out of season, as it says
sonewher e

MRS. STOCKNMANN
But, dear Thomas, | shoul d have thought events had showed you
what use it is to preach
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DR STOCKMANN
You are really ridiculous, Katherine. Do you want ne to | et
nyself be beaten off the field by public opinion and the
conpact mgjority and all that deviltry? No thank you! And
what | want to do is so sinple and clear and strai ghtforward.
| only want to druminto the heads of these curs the fact
that the liberals are the nost insidious enemes of freedom
— that party programmes strangl e every young and vi gorous
truth — that considerations of expediency turn norality and
justice upside domn — and that they will end by nmaking life
here unbearable. Don't you think, Captain Horster, that |
ought to be able to make peopl e understand that?

HORSTER
Very likely; I don't know nmuch about such things nyself.
DR STOCKMANN
Vell, look here — | will explain! It is the party |eaders
that nust be extermnated. A party leader is like a wolf, you
see — |like a voracious wolf. He requires a certain nunber of

smaller victins to prey upon every year, if heis to live.
Just | ook at Hovstad and Asl aksen! How many snaller victins
have they not put an end to — or at any rate nai ned and
mangl ed until they are fit for nothing except to be house
hol ders or subscribers to the "People's Messenger"!

(Sits down on the edge of the table)
Cone here, Katherine — | ook how beautifully the sun shines
today! And this lovely spring air | amdrinking in!

MRS. STOCKMANN
Yes, if only we could |ive on sunshine and spring air,
Thonas.

DR STOCKMANN
Ch, you will have to pinch and save a bit — then we shall
get along. That gives nme very little concern. Wiat is nuch
worse is, that I know of no one who is |iberal m nded and
hi gh- m nded enough to venture to take up ny work after ne.

PETRA
Don't think about that, father; you have plenty of tine
before you. — Hullo, here are the boys al ready!

EJLI F and MORTEN cone in fromthe sitting-room

MRS. STOCKMANN
Have you got a holiday?
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MORTEN
No; but we were fighting with the other boys between | essons

BEJLIF
That isn't true; it was the other boys were fighting with us.

MORTEN
Wll, and then M. RoOrlund said we had better stay at hone
for a day or two.

DR STOCKMANN
(snapping his fingers and getting up fromthe table)
| have it! | have it, by Jove! You shall never set foot in
t he school agai n!

THE BOYS
No nore school

MRS. STOCKMANN
But, Thomas —

DR STOCKMANN
Never, | say. | will educate you nyself; that is to say, you
shan't learn a blessed thing —

MORTEN
Hoor ay!

DR STOCKMANN
— but I will nmake |iberal-m nded and hi gh-m nded nen of you
You nmust help me with that, Petra.

PETRA
Yes, father, you may be sure | wll.

DR STOCKMANN
And ny school shall be in the roomwhere they insulted ne and
called ne an eneny of the people. But we are too few as we
are; | nust have at |east twelve boys to begin wth.

MRS. STOCKMANN
You wll certainly never get themin this town.

DR STOCKMANN
W shal | .
(To the boys)
Don't you know any street urchins — regular raganuffins — ?
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MORTEN
Yes, father, | know | ot s!

DR STOCKMANN
That's capital! Bring me sonme speci mens of them | am going
to experinent with curs, just for once; there may be sone
exceptional heads anongst them

MORTEN
And what are we going to do, when you have nade |i beral -
m nded and hi gh-m nded nmen of us?

DR STOCKMANN
Then you shall drive all the wolves out of the country, ny
boys!

EJLI F | ooks rather doubtful about it; MORTEN junps
about crying "Hurrah!".

MRS. STOCKMANN
Let us hope it won't be the wolves that will drive you out of
the country, Thonas.

DR STOCKMANN
Are you out of your mnd, Katherine? Drive nme out! Now —
when | amthe strongest man in the town!

MRS. STOCKMANN
The strongest — now?

DR STOCKMANN
Yes, and | will go so far as to say that now | amthe
strongest man in the whole world.

MORTEN
| say!

DR STOCKNMANN
(I owering his voice)
Hush! You rnustn't say anything about it yet; but | have nade
a great discovery.

MRS. STOCKMANN
Anot her one?

DR STOCKMANN
Yes.
(Gathers themround him and says confidentially:)

( MCRE)
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DR STOCKMANN ( CONT' D)
It isthis, let me tell you — that the strongest nman in the
world is he who stands nost al one.

MRS. STOCKMANN
(smling and shaki ng her head)
Ch, Thomas, Thonmas!

PETRA

(encouragi ngly, as she grasps her father's hands)
Fat her!

CURTAI'N



